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This	report	was	compiled	by	the	Island	Community	Board.	

	
In	the	preparation	of	this	Annual	Report	all	island	entities	were	solicited	to	provide	
their	information	for	inclusion	herein.	All	information	presented	in	this	report	is	done	
so	at	the	pleasure	of	the	responding	entities.	
	
The	Fishers	Island	Community	Board	(ICB)	was	formed	in	2005,	following	in	the	
footsteps	of	years	of	work	by	the	Fishers	Island	Civic	Association.	ICB	is	composed	
of	representatives	from	each	of	the	Tax	Districts,	six	elected	members	(three	
seasonal	and	three	year-round	residents),	and	a	representative	from	the	Island	
Health	Project,	Walsh	Park,	FIDCO,	the	Henry	L.	Ferguson	Museum,	the	Fishers	
Island	Conservancy	and	the	Utility	Company.	ICB	serves	in	a	coordinating	role,	
keeping	the	island	stakeholders	apprised	of	what	is	happening	in	the	community	
and	hosts	island-wide	strategic	discussions.	
	
Elected	Seasonal	Representatives	
Tom	O’Neil,	President	
Dicky	Riegel	
Willard	Soper	
	
Elected	Year-Round	Representatives	
Meg	Atkin	
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Chris	Finan,	Fishers	Island	Utility	Company	
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Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
The Island Community Board continues to meet every month, providing an active and engaged 
forum for our community to discuss prevalent issues effecting life here on Fishers Island. It’s 
been a busy year here on the Rock! Rather than summarize each discussion and project on the 
island, please enjoy this annual report that highlights activities and initiatives that have been 
undertaken throughout the year.  
 
I would like to point out few institutional highlights that have taken place this year on our 
board. Last year was a banner year for the ICB. Not only did we acquire a commitment for over 
$1 million over the next six years in funding for new sidewalks, but Southold also agreed to 
provide funding for a part-time island administrator. Mere Doyen has taken on the job and will 
share a joint office at the community Center with Louisa Evans. Mere will be helping the ICB 
fulfill its tasks, while facilitating communication between island entities throughout the island 
and with Southold.  The establishment of this role helps to provide a center hub for our 
community. There are many organizations and boards that do such vital work here on Fishers 
Island. One of the challenges we face as a community is the organization and synchronicity of 
these important initiatives. One of Mere’s many tasks will be to help gather these projects and 
initiatives so that we can plan, fund and execute in the most effective and timely fashion 
possible. To this point, the ICB has adopted a new strategic alignment plan that will help 
coordinate said initiatives.  A presentation of this alignment follows this letter. 
 
This is a hard-fought win for Fishers recommended by both the hamlet study and the Yale plan 
study. Each document stressed the need to centralize and synchronize our initiatives so that 
our partnership with Southold can be as effective and concise as possible. These 2018 
developments are great examples of how the ICB fulfill its primary purpose. That purpose being 
to facilitate and prioritize community dialog so that Southold is presented with a coherent and 
thoughtful snapshot of our Island needs.  
 
Going forward, the ICB asks all Fishers Islanders and island entities to participate evermore 
actively in the ICB’s process. Here’s how: 
 

• Participate in ICB activities - it all starts with you! 
o Please attend Monthly ICB meetings, which are open to all attendees, and 



island entities have been actively presenting their critical activities to the 
community. 
 

• Please join the ICB and vote in our elections each August! 
o Let us know what you think! 
 

• ICB meeting minutes and agendas are posted on www.fishersisland.net for community 
review. Please alert ICB members to any island issues that should be discussed in the 
community wide forum. 

 
• Please donate annually to the ICB! 

 
• The ICB operates on a tiny budget, which supports the dissemination of information, 

preparation of Annual Reports, and paying for administrative services. The ICB asks you 
to consider a minimum voluntary donation of $25.00 for your membership. Additional 
funds are welcome and encouraged. The Fishers Island community is very special to all 
of us. The ICB intends to work together with the entire community to promote island 
interests and activities, and to receive support from the Town of Southold. 

 
Thank you for your civic mindedness and participation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom O’Neil 
President 
 



Island Community Board
Strategic Alignment

Serving the Fishers Island Community

August, 2018



ICB Mission

The Island Community Board promotes the economic, 
civic and social welfare of the people of Fishers Island, 
New York.  It carries out this purpose by serving as a forum 
for the discussion of issues affecting the life of the Fishers 
Island community at regular open meetings, by prioritizing 
these issues and by helping or coordinating with setting 

goals, by developing action plans to address these issues 
and achieve these goals, and by submitting such plans to 

ICB members.”



ICB Role Defined By Town
• Establish effective and timely communication             

between Fishers Island and Town of Southold
• Defined by Town of Southold in Fishers Island                     

Strategic Plan 2007-2017, Chapter 4:
– “All Island organizations shall coordinate, cooperate                   

and communicate on Island-wide issues in a timely fashion  
through the ICB” 

– “ICB should cultivate productive working relationships with all town 
representatives of Fishers Island”

– “ICB should establish direct contact with governmental agencies 
whose actions affect the island or whose services potentially will be 
of benefit to the island”

– ICB to “establish a higher profile in the Town of Southold”



How ICB Works
• The ICB gathers and aligns Island resources and entities toward 

the achievement of objectives.
– Identify obstacles: personnel, processes, etc…

• Plan to remedy or remove
– Suggest options to promote success
– Constantly communicate among entities
– Represent collective island, not personal opinions

• Establish working committees to align with island priorities:
– Housing - Governance/Admin
– Environmental - Finance
– Southold Relations/ Infrastructure - Healthcare
– Communications

• ICB is not a political entity
– Maintain objectivity in order to promote open dialogue



ICB Structure
• ICB membership (500+), with small annual voluntary dues to offset 

administrative costs 
• Members vote in ICB elections
• Board composition:

– Elected board members: 
• 3 representing year-round community
• 3 representing seasonal community
• President, Vice President, Treasurer appointed from Elected members

– Appointed board members: 
• Representing all major island organizations and tax districts

• Monthly ICB meetings
– Open to community
– Promote discussion around priority topics, and encourage identification of 

new topics
• Minutes, archives and supporting materials compiled and archived on 

www.fishersisland.net for community review

http://www.fishersisland.net


ICB Focus

Fishers
Island
Priorities

The ICB is the central forum for the discussion of key
Island issues and opportunities



ICB = central communication hub
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Work with Town to 
Drive Success

ICB 
Dialogue/feedbac
k with Town of 
Southold

ICB collaborates on Action 
Plan, or takes negative 
response back to 
sponsoring entity ICB solicits mandate from 

community on issue and 
renders opinion

ICB distributes 
information to 
community and sets 
date for public forum

ICB collects 
relevant 
information and 
documents
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priority.
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ICB Promotes Strategic Alignment

Tax Districts

Individuals

Organizations Fishers
Island 

Priorities

Island Entities

Community

Outside participants

Each Fishers Island entity must be aligned 
with the island community to achieve 
objectives:



Communication Process

• Communication is the key to success

• Two levels of communication:

– ICB with Island Community:

• Establish priorities and “work the system” to achieve 

objectives

• Partner with island entities/sponsors to promote success

– ICB with Town of Southold

• Function as primary link with Supervisor Scott Russell & town 

personnel

– Enable and propel action.  Not a “Firewall” between town and island

• Provide town with consistent, clear updates on island 

initiatives

– Quarterly updates/status reports to town



ICB Success Formula
• Island priorities are introduced and defined by community

– Aggregated by ICB
– Discussed in monthly ICB forums
– Sponsoring organizations present all topics to 

community within ICB forum to gain consensus
• ICB works to align organizations and community around 

topics, issues, opportunities
• Ensure open, healthy communication within community to 

drive full consideration and resolution

Initiate Collaborate Community 
Discussion Town Action



Fishers Island Development Corporation 
 
The Fishers Island Development Corporation (FIDCO) was incorporated in New York in 1960 as 
the successor to a series of companies formed to develop the area of Fishers Island east of the 
gate house on the main road. The first of these companies, created by Henry and Alfred 
Ferguson in 1924, commissioned the Olmsted brothers to lay out the development plan of the 
East End (also known as the Park), hired Seth Raynor to design the Fishers Island Club golf 
course and built a large clubhouse, which was demolished in 1963 and replaced by a smaller 
structure. About 35 private residences were built in the Park prior to 1933, when the Great 
Depression halted development. Owners of the existing summer houses then formed Fishers 
Island Estates, Inc., which acquired the assets of the East End. In 1958, a private group of 
summer residents organized Race Point Corporation to acquire most of the former Fort Wright, 
some of which it subsequently resold. In 1960, Race Point Corporation bought Fishers Island 
Estates, reincorporated as FIDCO. FIDCO is governed by a board of directors elected by the 
shareholders, has a general manager and several employees. 
 
 
Office Address:                                              Mailing Address: 
161 Oriental Ave                                              PO Box 604 
Fishers Island NY  06390                                Fishers Island NY  06390 
 
Contact: 
Chris Finan 
fidco@fidco.us 
631-788-7251 
 
Board Of Directors: 
 
Executive Officers 
Mark E. Gaumond, Chair 
Philip B. Weymouth III, President 
Amelia Gary, Treasurer 
Theodore O. Rodgers Jr., Secretary 
 
Board Members 
 
James B. Bradbeer, Jr. Audrey N. Ludemann 
Andrew E. Burr Laurie B. Marshall 
Edmund M. Carpenter John F. McGillian 
George K. Conant III Thomas A. Sargent 
Anne F. Cutler Sally Wakeman 
R. Dixon H. Harvey, Jr. Robert G. Warden 
Edward T. Henderson Charles T. Wilmerding 
Susan U. Lawrence  



FISHERS ISLAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  
 
OPERATIONS 
 
In 2018 FIDCO deployed the new gate system for access to the east end of the island. With the new 
system gate passes can now be purchased online through the website, www.fidco.us.  This has allowed 
residents to purchase passes ahead of time and avoid the lines at the gate. Passes now are required to 
be renewed in January and are good for the entire year.   
 
As always safety on the roads is high priority for FIDCO. FIDCO employees work hard to keep the roads 
clear from debris and trim vegetation from blocking the line of site on roads. They also added reflectors 
to sections of road this year. This was done to keep drivers aware of road curves and to help avoid them 
drifting out of their proper lanes. 
 
We stress to all drivers to please maintain the speed limit and be alert at all bike path crossings. 
We have also added new no parking signs at the east end beaches so that all emergency vehicles are 
able to pass, so please heed the new signs.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Fishers Island Community Center 
 
The Fishers Island Community Center is a non-profit organization 
formed in 2006 to provide Cultural, Educational, Health and 
Wellness, and Social activities throughout the year for the Benefit 
of all Fishers Island residents. Our programming and outreach 
efforts enrich the island life for all ages, foster a sense of 
community and encourage the retention and growth of the year-
round population. 
 
www.ficommunitycenter.org 
 
Operating Budget: $350,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 464 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Jeanie Cook 
jeanie@ficommunitycenter.org 
631-788-7107 
 
Staff: 
Jeanie Cook 
Executive Director 
 
Staley Sednaoui 
Marketing Program Manager  
 
Linda Mrowka 
Membership Manager 
 
David Hoch 
Project Manager 
 
Stacey McCarthy 
Facilities 
 
 

Office Address: 
66 Hound Lane 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Luke Fowler 
ploughboy@gmail.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Jane Ahrens 
Mark Borden 
Peter Crisp 
Gail Cypherd, Vice President 
Luke Fowler, President 
Sarah Goulard, Treasurer 
John Harris 
Bob Meyer 
Harris Parsons,Jr 
Tom Patterson 
Scott Reid 
Chriffo Sanger 
John Spofford 
Ann Von Stade

 



	Two	exciting	upgrades	took	place	to	the	
Fishers	Island	Community	Center	(FICC)		
building	this	year.	The	Fitness	Center	
includes	16	new	pieces	of	equipment	in	a	
climate-controlled	room.	Air-conditioning	
was	not	only	installed	in	the	Fitness	Center	
but	also	in	the	Dining	room,	Small	
conference,	Multipurpose,	and	Massage	
room	which	was	enjoyed	by	members,	
working	out,	playing	cards,	working	
remotely,	attending	one	of	our	programs	or	
in	one	of	the	regularly	held	meetings	that	
take	place.		Thank	you	to	our	generous	
donors	for	making	this	possible.	
	
These	are	just	some	of	our	Summer	2018	's	
list	of	the	programs	offered:	

• Massage	Therapy			
• 	Duplicate	Bridge	
• Mah	Jongg		
• Digital	smart	iPhone	photography	
• Painting	Class	
• Kindersculls	
• Yoga	
• Graphic	stories	
• Bowling	leagues	

	
	

		The	Center	is	pleased	to	introduce	three	
new	members	to	its	staff.	Staley	Sednaoui,	
David	Hoch,	and	Linda	Mrowka	who	will	all	
work	part	time	hours	assisting	the	Director.	
Staley	is	the	Program	Marketing	Manager,	
David	Hoch	is	the	Project	Manager,	and	
Linda	Mrowka	is	Membership	Manager.	
Please	stop	by	and	say	hello.	
	
		This	Fall	and	Winter,	we	are	enjoying	The	
Fishers	Island	After	School	program.	The	
students	can	be	seen	taking	Yoga,	Flamenco	
dancing	or	they	are	Fitness	training	in	
our	Fitness	room.		Bowling	will	take	place	

in	November.	Recently	we	had	a	Movie	
Night.		Fishers	Island	Community	Center	
offers	its	8th	annual	Turkey	Trot	this	winter	
on	November	22,	2018.	Our	Community	
Dinners	will	continue	throughout	the	year.		
	
Arts	and	Culture	
Holiday	Crafting		
Paint	and	Sip	Nights		
Local	made	items	

	
Health	&	Fitness	
Students	in	training	all	year	
Dance	
Yoga	
	
Continuing	Education	
Bridge	and	Mah	Jongg	
Conference	and	lectures	
Boat	Safety	course	
	
We	are	constantly	upgrading	our	building	as		
well	as	our	wifi.	
	
We	appreciate	all	those	who	share	their	
time	and	talents	to	create	quality	
programming	and	are	delighted	our	
membership	continues	to	grow.	
	
The	generosity	of	our	members	and	donors	
allows	us	to	maintain	this	important	Island	
asset	and	fulfill	our	mission	to	enrich	island	
life	for	all	ages	year	round.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	continued	support	of	
the	Fishers	Island	Community	Center	and	
visit	us	at		
	
http://ficommunitycenter.org/ 
 
 
 

 



Fishers Island Conservancy 
 
The Fishers Island Conservancy is a nonprofit organization that 
partners with Fishers Island businesses, non-profit organizations 
and the government to preserve, enrich, and enhance the natural 
resources of Fishers Island and its surrounding waters. 
 
www.ficonservancy.org 
 
Operating Budget: $ 296,614 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 553 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Kristen Peterson 
kmpfic@gmail.com 
 
Staff: 
Kristen Peterson 
Justine Kibbe 
Michelle Klimczak 
 
 

Office Address: 
2nd Floor, Community Center 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Marje Helfet 
mhelfet@gmail.com 
 
Board of Directors: 
President: Tom Sargent 
Vice President: Jane Harvey 
Treasurer: Ben Strong 
Secretary: Laurie Marshall 
Ace Ahrens 
Don Beck 
Geb Cook 
Dianne Crary 
Chip duPont 
Ann Flinn 
Marje Helfet 
Joe Henderson 
Ted McGraw 
Betty Ann Rubinow 
Tom Siebens 
Nick Spofford 
Christabel Vartanian  
 
Honorary Members:  
Barry Bryan 
Ellie Kelly 
Barbie Riegel 
Jackie Williamson

 



 

 

          November 2018 

 When the shadows have grown long and the temperatures drop in the Sanctuary, the crickets fall out of 
cadence and birdsong grows quiet. In the slowdown of the season, we can reflect on another busy year 
at the Fishers Island Conservancy. First let me start by thanking the entire island community for their 
boundless support in both time and treasure. You have given momentum and energy to our mission and 
strengthened the institution to its core. Let me point out a few of our achievements completed over this 
past year.  

¥ The Conservancy with its partner, The Fishers Island Ferry District, continued the coastal meadow 
restoration project at the Parade Grounds. Working with the University of Delaware, we completed 
another summer of intensive removal of invasive plant species in the sanctuary where we can now claim 
victory for more than 90% of the 185 acres of land.   

¥ Over the summer, we conducted 27 individual property tours with Professor Doug Tallamy who gave 
homeowners individualized guidance about plant and land management.  

¥ Dr. Adam Mitchell, our University of Delaware PHD candidate, successfully completed his dissertation on 
our coastal grasslands restoration project which will soon be available to us.  

¥ The Conservancy Naturalist, Justine Kibbe, continues to manage the Island Sentinels program which 
employs high school and college age young adults to steward and monitor sensitive areas of our island 
environment by observing and collecting data to add to our understanding of environmental trends.  

¥ Through the Conservancy Grant program, we continue to assist island initiatives such as water bottle 
filling stations at seven sites across the island in an attempt to reduce the amount of single use plastic 
bottles.  

¥ With the help of three very generous donors, we were able to purchase a new pickup truck which has 
been crucial for us to continue our beach and marine debris collection program  Every year we identify 
and remove literally tons of debris that make its way to our shores.  

¥ The Fishers Island Conservancy continues to foster appropriate stewardship of the island's sensitive 
environment and ecosystems. To that end, our August event “Conservancy on Parade”, attracted more 
than 300 attendees of all ages. Thanks to Executive Director Kristen Peterson's broad vision, the event 
was spread out over the Sanctuary in four stations, each containing fun educational topics from birds to 
butterflies and their connection to Fishers Island. Did I mention ice cream truck? Look for an even bigger 
repeat next year. 

our upgraded website is another tremendous success this year by Betty Ann Rubinow, please 
visit us at fishersislandconservancy.org. 

 In closing, I am deeply appreciative for your past support. I hope we can count on you again this 
year. Please remember that a gift to the Fishers Island Conservancy is a gift to Fishers Island.  

Cheers Tom 

President: Tom Sargent, Vice President: Jane Harvey, Treasurer: Ben Strong, Secretary: Laurie Marshall, Board 
Members: Ace Ahrens, Don Beck, Geb Cook, Dianne Crary, Chip duPont, Ann Flinn, Marje Helfet, Joe Henderson, Ted 
McGraw, Betty Ann Rubinow, Tom Siebens, Nick Spofford, Christabel Vartanian Honorary Members: Barry Bryan, 
Ellie Kelly, Barbie Riegel, Jackie Williamson 

Post Office Box 553  i  Fishers Island, New York  i  06390  i  tel: 631 788 5609

Conserving & preserving Fishers Island forever



Fishers Island Ferry District 
 
The primary mission of the Fishers Island Ferry District ("Ferry 
District") is to provide safe, reliable, courteous, professional, 
convenient and cost effective public marine transportation 
services from Fishers Island, New York to the Connecticut 
mainland year around, consistent with its mandate set forth in the 
Enabling Act. 
 
The secondary mission of the Ferry District is to manage certain 
real property owned by the Town of Southold and located on 
Fishers Island (including Elizabeth Field and contiguous lands and 
improvements), consistent with its mandate as set forth in the 
Enabling Act. 
 
At all times, the Ferry District seeks to balance the need for 
profitable operations with compelling needs and priorities of the 
island community; and operate at the highest operational, 
professional and ethical standards with all constituencies. 
 
 
www.fiferry.com 
 
Operating Budget: $4,100,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 607 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Geb Cook 
gcook@fiferry.com 
(860) 442-0165 
 
Staff: 
Geb Cook, District Manager 
RJ Burns, Marine Operations Manager 
Gordon Murphy, Business Manager 
Diane Hansen, Accounting Supervisor 
Jon Haney, Marine Operations Manager 
 

Office Address: 
261 Trumbull Drive 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Andrew (Ace) Ahrens 
aahrens@fiferry.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Andrew R. Ahrens, Chairman, 2019 
William R. Bloethe, 2020 
Heather F. Burnham 2021 
Peter Rugg, 2023 
Dianna Shillo, 2022

 



 

 

The Fishers Island Ferry District in 2018 has been doing more than just running the ferry. 

While we are very proud of our outstanding boat crew and what they do every day to make 

your ride safe and enjoyable, we are equally proud of our ticketing and freight staff who 

provide a friendly face and service when you buy your ticket or pick up your packages. 

 Our on time performance has consistently stayed above 90%.  Yes, we do have our delays, 

many being weather related and that will affect our on time number considerably.  We do our 

best to communicate those delays via our website, Facebook, email blasts and a message on 

our answering machine. 

We also have seen our maintenance costs on our two ferries begin to level out after a five year 

campaign by Operations Manager RJ Burns to aggressively deal with our maintenance 

requirement.  

Two way ticketing returned to the Ferry after a nearly 10 year lapse.   This move has really 

helped at controlling our costs and keeping fares where they are and is a benefit to all. 

As part of our community service it was good to see close to 40 abandon and/ or junk cars leave 

the island this past spring.  We used available space on our decks and transported these old 

wrecks at no charge.   Look for another opportunity to do the same come January 1, to March 

15th.  This spring should bring big changes to our beloved freight building as the Ferry District 

has made available to Walsh Park Benevolent Corp.,the second floor, for up to 6 rental housing 

units. 

Also, in January we will be finally installing new engines in the Munnatawket.   This will take a 

couple of months and completed in time for spring. 

This spring we expect to dredge the channel to Silver Eel Cove and much of the clean sand 

generated from this project will be used as the base for a new Ferry Park, a new gateway park 

to the island and the entrance to the cove. This effort is thankfully being orchestrated by 

Lucinda Herrick. 

Thank you all for riding the ferry! 

 

Geb Cook /FI Ferry, District Manager. 



Fishers Island Library 
 
The Fishers Island Library's mission is to encourage a love of 
reading, storytelling and learning by providing free year-round 
access to its collection, programs and technology in a traditional, 
friendly, and charming setting for islanders of all ages. 
 
www.filibrary.org 
 
Operating Budget: $150,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 366 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Ann Banks, Librarian 
akbanks3@yahoo.com 
631-788-7362 
 
Staff: 
Amy Harris, Program Director 
 
 

Office Address: 
988 Oriental Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Jon Britt 
jbritt@comcast.net 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Jon Britt, President 
Gordon Murphy, Executive Committee 
Allison Sargent, Executive Committee 
Willard Soper, Executive Committee 
Ace Ahrens 
Alex Andrews 
Beth Arsenault 
Christian Arsenault 
Jamie Dupont Collingham 
Cindy Dwyer 
Anita Fritze 
Karen Goodwin 
Mary Beth Guimaraes 
Susan Jeffries 
Jenn Mancuso-Ungaro 
Fran Roethgen 
Sarah Rose 
Win Rutherfurd 
Robin Toldo

 



  

Fishers Island Library  

   

 During 2018, thanks to the Fishers Island community’s generosity, we remained a vibrant and integral part of 

year-round island life.  For example, we enhanced our patrons’ library experience by:  

• Launching a new, improved and much more user-friendly website, www.filibrary.org; 

• Introducing a Tiny Tots program once a week for our youngest patrons, and adding a Lego table and 

play kitchen for active learning activities;  

• With the assistance of youth services experts from Suffolk Cooperative Library System, beginning a 

comprehensive assessment of our Children’s Collection;   

• With the assistance of the Fishers Island School’s shop class, providing the Island’s first Little Free 

Library, located outside the rear entrance to the School;  

• Conducting the first Trivia Night fun-raiser at the Pequot that was a great success;   

• Providing noteworthy summer programs for hundreds of patrons of all ages, from award-winning 

storytellers, such as Len Cabral, and celebrated authors such as Amy Bloom; and 

• Providing year-round programs, including bi-weekly Craft ‘n Coffee meetings, movie and board game      

nights, book discussions group meetings and Bingo nights. 

  Combining our traditional role with these significant improvements has strengthened our library and 

brought it firmly into the 21st century.  With the continued support of the Fishers Island community we will be 

able to carry out our mission of providing a welcoming and free gathering place that supports our curious, 

openminded patrons who use our historic building as a place for learning, education and fun.  

http://www.filibrary.org/
http://www.filibrary.org/


Fishers Island Recreational Path Foundation 
 
The Fishers Island Recreational Path was constructed to provide  
a safe recreational outlet for cyclists and pedestrians on  
Fishers Island. 
 
Operating Budget: $ 30,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O Box 619 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Yaritza Gello 
y.gello@fischool.com 
6317887043 
 
Staff: 
Yaritza Gello 
Office Management  
 
Courtney Allan 
Maintenance Manager 
 
 

Office Address: 
1177 Old Mallory Road 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
John F. McGillian 
jmcgillian@sympartners.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
John F. McGillian, President   
Richard Miller, Vice-President  
Dixon Harvey, Treasurer  
Paul Vartanian  
Kevin Coleman   
Bill Rigdway  
John Blondel  
Carter Sednaoui  
Phillip Weymouth  
Joe Brock  
Bruce Hubert  
Tom Patterson 
Elena Brim 
Cindy Collins 
Wendy Henderson 
Chris Dietrich



 

 

 
The Fishers Island Recreational Path was constructed to provide a safe recreational outlet for cyclists and 

pedestrians on Fishers Island.  

  

In July and August over 1000 cyclists and 500 pedestrians passed by the gate house to use the Path, and over 1300 

free bike stickers were distributed.  In the past few years, the Path Foundation (FIRPF) has dedicated its efforts to 

extend the Path along the Navy yard fence to the fourth tee of Hay Harbor. The FIRPF is now collaborating with 

the ICB to encourage Southold to make the extension of the Path a community priority. The project entails 

negotiations with the Navy, Department of Interior, and the Town of Southold.  If we do not succeed in getting 

approval from these government entities to build the extension along the fence, the Foundation Board has decided 

that they may request a simple widening and striping of the road for bike traffic.   

 

Extensive planting of non-invasive plants and wildflowers partially supported by the Fishers Island Conservancy 

continues.    

 

The Fishers Island Recreational Path Foundation is a 501 c3 organization.  
 US tax ID 11-3588899.   

All donations are tax deductible.  

  

Fishers Island Recreational Path Foundation                                       



Fishers Island School 
 
Fishers Island School provides each student with an enriching and 
personalized learning environment embedded in our caring 
community. Our highly effective staff cultivate a sense of integrity 
and self-discipline, through an appreciation of the rights and 
responsibilities of well-informed citizens. 
 
www.fischool.com 
 
Operating Budget: $ 3,650,419 
Fiscal Year Ends: June 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 600 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Christian Arsenault, Principal 
c.arsenault@fischool.com 
631-788-7444 
 
Staff: 
Karen Goodwin, Superintendent  
Christian Arsenault, Principal 
James Eagan, Business Manager 
Aly Horn, Administrative Assistant 
Julie Mrowka, School Secretary 
Julie Arcelus, School Counselor 
 
 

 
Office Address: 
78 Greenwood Road 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Jamie Doucette 
j.doucette@fischool.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Jamie Doucette, President 
William Bloethe, Vice-President  
Linda Mrowka 
Tom Shillo 
Robin Toldo 
Nicholas Oickle, Student Liaison

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTEEN HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS AND ONE SCHOOL 

COUNSELOR OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE PRE-K TO 12 

CURRICULA WITH A VARIETY OF ELECTIVES IN THE ARTS, 

TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTER SKILLS. COMBINED WITH AN 

EXPERIENCED ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM AND THE SUPPORT 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE NEEDS OF THE 

FISHERS ISLAND STUDENTS ARE CONSCIENTIOUSLY MET. 

100% OF OUR STUDENTS GRADUATE AND HAVE BEEN 

ACCEPTED AT THEIR CHOSEN COLLEGES AND/OR MILITARY 

INSTITUTIONS. WE ARE DEEMED A “SCHOOL IN GOOD 

STANDING” WITH NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT. 

                     

STUDENTS ARE IMMERSED IN LEADERSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPERIENCES THROUGH CLASS 

ACTIVITIES, EXTRACURRICULAR SPORTS AND CLUBS, 

HOBY LEADERSHIP, COMMUNITY SERVICE, 

PRESENTATIONS AND PARTICIPATING IN STUDENT 

COUNCIL, CONNECTICUT STATE SCIENCE FAIR, AND 

YEARLY RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS. 

 

School-Wide Enrichment 
 

 Enrichment Clusters- Staff and/or student 
led activities including flim alanysis, 
gardening, phone photography, fishing, and 
geocaching.  

 

 Viking Voyages- Presenters in various fields 
including artists, bird experts, astrologists, 
etc. 

 

 FI Community Partnerships- Partenerships 
are incorporated into student curricula.  

 

University of Connecticut & 
Suffolk County Community College 

Early College Experiences 
 

American Studies (UCONN)- 3 Credits 
Modern Traditions (UCONN)- 3 Credits 

Intro to Oceanography (UCONN)- 4 Credits 
Senimar in Writing through Literature (UCONN)- 4 Credits 
Intermediate Spanish Composition (UCONN)- 3 Credits 

Composition and Reading of Spanish (UCONN)- 3 Credits 
Music Theory (SCCC)- 3 Credits 

College Drawing (SCCC)- 3 Credits 
College Accounting (SCCC)- 3 Credits 

 
 

Respect, responsibility and resiliency 
are the keys to a positive learning 

environment. We support established 
behavior guidelines and encourage 

students to pursue excellence in their 
coursework and social interactions. 
Engaging rapport with adults and 

increased confidence, awareness and 
monitoring are products directly related to 

the learning climate. 
 

 



Fishers Island Union Chapel 
 
www.fiunionchapel.org 
 
Operating Budget: $179,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 192 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Diane Dexter 
fichapel1@gmail.com 
(631) 788-7898 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Candace Whitman, Pastor 
Diane Dexter, Administrative Assistant 
Mitchell Kucsera, Audio Technician 
Tim Patterson, Sexton 
 
 

 
Office Address: 
 
 
 
Board Contact: 
Louisa Evans 
lpevans06390@gmail.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Susie Renna, Moderator 
 
Louisa Evans,  Chair 
David Burnham, Treasurer 
Susie Brinckerhoff 
Anita Fritze 
Harry Hurlburt 
John Klimczak 
Geordie Loveday 
Sarah Porter 
Sarah Malinowski, Clerk

 

 



Fishers Island Union Chapel 
United Church of Christ 

 
Gathering for worship throughout the year, Union Chapel seeks to 

nourish our Island community spiritually through celebration, 
education and outreach. We are grateful to our many supporters and 

encouragers.  All are welcome to join us in our joyful mission! 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
We celebrate holidays with special services and 
events at Christmas, Easter, and in between. We also 
love hosting community meals, movie nights, and 
fairs! 
 

 
 

We celebrate God’s beautiful creation at Dock Beach 
on summer Sunday mornings.  “Beach Church” is the 
“go to” service for these worshippers. 
 

We reach out to the Island in 
collaboration with other Island 
churches in the Islanders for 
Islanders initiative, supporting 
our  year-round community with 
expenses for food, utilities, job 
training expenses, and other needs. 

 
 

 
Education is one key way to pass on the 
love of God to our children. Church school 
meets Tuesdays after school introducing 
children to stories in scripture, prayer, 
and the importance of serving others. 
 
We celebrate God’s creation by taking 
steps to help our local flora and fauna 
flourish.  Here is some treasured Joe Pye 
weed in a congregant’s backyard, 
attracting monarchs. The children grew 
the seedlings and sold them at our spring 
fair. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Fishers Island Utility Company 

To Provide Management, staffing and administrative services to the Fishers 
Island Electric, Telephone and Water Companies and to the Fishers Island 
Development Corporation (FIDCO). 

 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 604 

Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
President  

Chris Finan 
cfinan@fiuc.net 
6317887251 
 
 
Staff: 
Superintendents: 
Jay Cushing, Electric 
Bryan Marteeny, Telephone 
Chad Mrowka, Water 
 
Office Staff 
Nicola Parr 
Patty Faulkner 
Mary Horn 
John Klimczak 
Cheryl Wheeler 

Operating Budget:  $ - 
Fiscal Year Ends:  - 

Office Address: 
161 Oriental Ave 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 

 
Board of Directors: 
Michael Laughlin, Chairman 
 
James Baker               Geddes Parsons 
Stephen Cook            Chiffro Sanger 
Tom duPont               Tom Siebens 
Malcolm McAllister   John Spofford 
 
Fishers Island Electric Corporation 
Michael Laughlin, Chairman 
Ed Carpenter 
George Conant 
Tom Siebens 
John Spofford 
 
Fishers Island Telephone Corporation  
Michael Laughlin, Chairman 
Ed Carpenter 
George Conant 
Tom Siebens 
John Spofford 
 
Fishers Island Water Works Corporation 
Ed Carpenter, Chairman 
George Conant 
Michael Laughlin 
Tom Siebens 
Bob Warden 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Summarized below are 2018 highlights and 2019 priorities for the telephone, water and electric utilities.  
 
Fishers Island Telephone Corporation –  
In September 2018 FITC successfully enabled Fishers Island Long Distance calling (FILD). FILD is the first 
alternative to AT&T long distance ever available on FI. FILD now provides national and international 
calling at reduced rates well below the AT&T rates. The call quality is excellent and is projected to 
reduce residential as well as business customers long distance rates by 50% or more. 

 
Fishers Island Water Works Corporation –  
Continues to make improvements geared toward producing the highest quality water possible for 
Fishers Island. In 2018 we made great strides toward that goal. FIWW successfully got Church Well 
approved by the DEC securing an ample source of well water for peak season. In addition, a new well 
water filtration system was approved by Department of Health late 2018. FIWW has been busy 
implementing these improvements and will have them online well in advance of the 2019 season.  

 (New Water Filtration System) 
 
Fishers Island Electric Corporation –  
In the fall of 2018 FIEC completed preventive maintenance of the Island’s substations without incident. 
The critical multiyear project concluded on November 6th, 2018 with successful oil changes in last 
substation transformer and regulator in the system. The work required a complicated switching order to 
be developed, as well as two short unavoidable system outages. This work will not have to be performed 
again unit 2028. 
Priority one for FIEC in 2019 is to enhance our work force with the addition of rated professionals.  

 (Tornado October 2018) 
  
Fishers Island Utility Company Inc. --  
Housing shortage for our 24/7 utility support personnel remains the top issue and focus for 
FIUC. The company’s ability to attract and retain qualified operations personnel is being 
hampered by the inability to secure housing for them on-island. Since May 2017, a housing 
working group of FIUC and FIDCO representatives has been looking at a wide variety of ideas 
for creating more utility employee housing. The ability to offer both year-round employment 
and affordable housing will address an urgent practical need as well as help attract new families 
to the island community and we remain committed to solving this problem. 
 



Fishers Island Waste Management District 
 
Fishers Island Waste Management District (FIWMD) is 
committed to the safe, environmentally and fiscally 
responsible distribution of items no longer needed or 
wanted by households and/or commercial enterprises. 
 
www.fishersislandwastemanagement.com 
 
Operating Budget: $ 855,575 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 22 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Beth Stern 
fiwastemanagement@gmail.com 
(631) 788-7455 
 
Staff: 
Beth A. Stern 
Administrator and Business Manager 
 
Alan Thibodeau 
Operations Manager 
 
 

Office Address: 
2670 Whistler Ave. 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Gregory Thibodeau, Chair 
fiwastemanagement@gmail.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Gregory Thibodeau, Chair 
John T. Patterson, Treasurer 
Sarah Malinowski, Secretary 
Meredith Doyen 
Bruce Hubert

 



Reduce - Reuse - Recycle- Compost

Fishers Island Waste Management District (FIWMD) is committed to the safe, environmentally 
responsible and fiscally accountable distribution of items no longer needed or wanted by 
households and/or commercial enterprises. 

These items include: food scraps, single use containers, paper, cardboard, furniture, appliances, 
construction waste, yard and landscaping debris. Items that cannot be reused or composted on 
the Island must be transported off the island to companies in Connecticut for further distribution. 
Off Island disposal options include but are not limited to incineration,  landfills and sorting 
facilities for metal, wood , appliances, mattresses and other items whose parts can possibly be 
reused and made into other products.  

Islanders should note that according to www.resourserecyling.com only about 9% of the single 
use plastic thrown into our recyclable bins is actually able to be recycled for reuse. 

Compost: Team members have received their Compost Technicians Certificates from the U.S. 
Composting Council. Our compost was tested by the Cornell Waste Management Institute and 
received great results. We continue to work with Cornell to develop better compost. Including 
systems for eradicating invasive species through compost.  

Glass grinding: During the last 10 months we processed 167.5 yards of glass equaling 41.88 
tons; which saved 5.58 (30 yard) dumpsters from having to be shipped off island. 

Freon Removal: Team members have received their Federal Universal Freon Handling 
Certificates and are now able to remove freon from appliances. FIWMD is no longer dependent 
on off island contractors for this service.

2019 GOALS 
1. Reduce the amount of waste materials brought to the Island (education/incentives).
2. Reduce the amount of waste materials that are shipped off Island (compost/reuse/glass

crushing).
3. Increase collaborative opportunities with customers and contractors.
4. Work with Cornell to develop the best compost for rehabilitating soils on Fishers Island.
5. Increase educational opportunities for team members (best advocates for resource

management).
6. Continue best practices management; living wage for team members.
7. Put in place a stakeholders advisory committee to oversee and implement our strategic plans.

http://www.resourserecyling.com


FishersIsland.net/Fog Horn 
 
To serve as the communication resource for the Fishers Island 
community and others, on and off the Island, through the 
FishersIsland.net website, accompanying monthly Fog Horn 
eNewsletter and various social media outlets. This is accomplished 
by staying in tune with community happenings, continual 
outreach, and accessibility. 
 
http://fishersisland.net 
 
Operating Budget: $60,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 464 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Jane Ahrens, Editor 
finyinfo@gmail.com 
631.788.7487 
 
 
 
 

Office Address: 
Fishers Island Community Center 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Luke Fowler 
poughboy@gmail.com 
 
 
Advisory Board: 
Luke Fowler 
Elizabeth Reid 
John Spofford 
Heather Burnham 
Sarah Goulard 
Nate Malinowski  
Karen Goodwin 
Pierce Rafferty

 



	  

FISHERSISLAND.NET/FOG HORN 
Dear Fishers Island Community,                   November 2018  

The FishersIsland.net website and accompanying monthly Fog Horn eNewsletter serve as the communication resources for 
the Fishers Island community. Thank you to everyone who has supported this effort as it continues to grow and improve.  

The website’s redesign in January 2014 incorporated new features, improved organization and advertising space. The 
monthly Fog Horn e-newsletter is produced through the website, and sent to all free of charge.  

This Island communications effort is run on a shoestring supported solely by donations, grant gifts and a small group of 
advertisers. Expenses include the editor’s time, back-up support from InDesign, website and email hosting company fees 
and printed Fog Horn related expenses.  

2017-2018 12-Month Activity:  
The website experienced over 347,240 views 10/31/17-11/1/18. “Users” numbered 76,667 (most users/readers access 
Internet using 2 devises - based on the analytic report this would average out to 3, 200 visitors/month).  

Visitors have accessed:  
  2,884 Posts – news, stories, obits, births, weddings, classifieds, photo gallery, videos  (+1,322 since 2017 report)  
     170 Listings in the Directory – Island businesses, organizations and advertisers  (+ 13 since 2017 report) 
11,558 Edited photos in the Media Library       (+5,789 since 2017 report) 
  8,235 Events on the Community Calendar      (+1,610 since 2017 report)  

Top 10 states were NY, CT, MA, FL, NJ, CA, VA, TX, PA and RI, with the top countries being USA 95% and Canada, 
UK, India, Germany, France, Brazil, Switzerland, Mexico, and Italy. 

FishersIsland.net story with most views in the shortest time: 29OCT18 Tornado Event, 1409 views in 6 days 
Fog Horn enewsletter: 2235 Current subscribers. 72 Fog Horn issues have been sent since 2014  
FishersIsland.NY Facebook Page: 1834 Likes/followers 

CALLS TO ACTION FOR 2019: 

• Make a tax-deductible donation online at www.fishersisland.net/contact-donate/, or send a check made 
to the FICC with FishersIsland.net in the Memo to FishersIsland.net, PO Box 464, Fishers Island, NY 06390, or 
call (631) 788-7683 to make a donation by credit card to FishersIsland.net.  

• Subscribe to the eFog Horn. Visit www.fishersisland.net, scroll down to the footer and complete the 
information for your free subscription.  

• Access FishersIsland.net on you phone. Just pull up the website and add it to your phone’s home screen. 
Share your photos: Email finyinfo@gmail.com and add them to Instagram #fishersisland and #fishersislandny  

• Advertising: Join the effort and take the opportunity to share your business, expertise and products.  
Classified ads are available at reasonable rates for job postings, household items for sale, etc.  

“FishersIsland.net must continue. A centralized information source has been repeatedly identified as a vital piece for the sustainability of 
the island. As you plan your annual giving support of the Island’s resources and non- profits, please put FishersIsland.net at or near 
the top of your list.” ~ ICB President Tom O’Neil  

If you would like additional information, please contact the Editor Jane Ahrens at finyinfo@gmail.com 

Google Analytics map showing cities of most frequent users. 



Friends of Fishers Island Theater, Inc. 
 
The mission of the Friends of Fishers Island Theater (FFIT) is to 
facilitate the renovation, preservation and management of the 
historic Fishers Island Theatre as a community venue for 
performances and activities that entertain, educate and culturally 
enrich our community. 
 
www.fitheater.org 
 
Operating Budget: $100,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
510 Whistler Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Mere Harr Doyen 
mereharr@gmail.com 
(860) 625-6654 
 
Staff: 
Mere Harr Doyen 
 
 

Office Address: 
2123 Equestrian Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Luke Fowler 
ploughboy@gmail.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Ann Anthony 
Meg Atkin 
Matt Burr 
Susan Crary 
Michael DuPont 
Karl Erikkson 
Luke Fowler, President 
Lowri Foyle 
Jess Hall 
Gordon Murphy 
Anne Redd 
Staley Sednaoui

 



	
Friends	of	the	Fishers	Island	Theater	(FFIT)	

	
For	the	last	86	years,	the	Fishers	Island	Community	Theater	has	played	an	important	role	
in	Island	life.		Whether	it	was	entertaining	soldiers	in	a	brand	new	Theater	in	1932,	being	
terrified	seeing	Hitchcock’s	“Rear	Window”	or	the	“Birds”	in	the	1960s,	or	even	worse	
Benchley’s	“Jaws”	in	the	1980s,	hooting	and	hollering	when	the	film	would	break	and	the	
screen	would	go	blank,	attending	Nature	Days,	a	Fishers	Island	School	Graduation	or	seeing	
the	fabulous	Whiffenpoofs	with	Stow	Phelps,	the	Fishers	Island	Theater	has	entertained,	
educated	and	made	the	days	of	our	youth	magical.	In	return	the	Theater	asks	little	in	return	
but	to	be	used	and	maintained	well.		
		
Recognizing	the	need	to	have	a	community	based	group	support	the	Theater,	FFIT	was	
formed	in	2010	with	the	mission	of	facilitating	the	renovation,	preservation	and	
management	of	the	historic	Fishers	Island	Theater	as	a	community	venue	for	
performances	and	activities	that	entertain,	educate	and	culturally	enrich	our	
community.	FFIT’s	goal	is	to	raise	the	necessary	funds	to	renovate	the	Theater	and	make	it	
sustainable	and	self	sufficient	by	developing	programing	and	a	management	&	
maintenance	strategy	that	supports	the	Theater	on	an	on	going	basis;	to	make	it	an	Island	
treasure	that	will	be	used	and	enjoyed	for	years	to	come.	
	
Thanks	to	the	efforts	of	manager	Mere	Doyen,	the	Theater	attracted	a	broader	audience	in	
the	2018	season	and	was	used	for	larger	and	more	diverse	events.	Opening	to	host	the	
Fishers	Island	School	graduation	which	is	usually	held	in	the	school	gym,	the	Theater	then	
served	as	the	venue	for	a	memorial	service	for	Charlie	Ferguson,	the	revered	Fishers	Island	
artist	and	life	long	resident.	With	three	movies	a	week,	which	were	a	mix	of	new	releases,	
classic	films,	and	documentaries,	the	Theater	attracted	a	wide	audience	and	a	more	varying	
age	demographic.	Special	events	included	an	evening	with	comic	Kevin	Flynn	and	showings	
of	5	Seasons,	a	documentary	film	about	the	career	and	work	of	landscape	designer	Piet	
Oudolf	(known	for	his	work	on	the	Highline	in	New	York),	Iris,	a	documentary	film	about	
style	icon	Iris	Apfel	by	Fishers	Island’s	own	Albert	Maysles	(Gray	Gardens),	and	Atomic	Café	
by	Fishers	Islanders	Kevin	and	Pierce	Rafferty.		
	
We	hope	you	will	join	us	in	being	a	contributor	to	this	worthy	project.	If	you	
remember	going	to	the	movies	yourself,	attended	the	Temptations	concert	or	danced	to	
Ben	Cameron	a	few	summers	ago,	you	know	what	a	great	venue	our	Theater	is	and	how	
important	it	is	to	maintain	it’s	vital	role	in	island	life.	In	the	words	of	Captain	Lawrence	of	
the	USS	Chesapeake,	“Don’t	give	up	the	Ship”.	Help	us	save	the	Fishers	Island	Theater	for	
generations	to	come.	
	
With	thanks	from	all	of	us	with	FFIT!		



Henry L. Ferguson Museum 
 
The mission of the Henry L. Ferguson Museum is the collection, 
preservation and exhibition of items of Pre History, History and 
Natural History of Fishers Island and, through its Land Trust, the 
preservation in perpetuity of undeveloped property in its natural 
state. It is organized for the education and enjoyment of the 
Island’s community and visitors and for the protection of habitat 
for the Island’s flora and fauna. 
 
www.fergusonmuseum.org 
 
Operating Budget: $243,822 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 554 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Pierce Rafferty 
fimusuem@fishersisland.net 
631-788-7239 
 
Staff: 
Pierce Rafferty 
Director 
 
Mary Linda Strunk 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Emily Bodell 
Fishers Island Seagrass Management 
Coordinator 
 
 

Office Address: 
1109 Equestrian Ave. 
Fishers Island, NY  06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Elizabeth McCance 
emccance@optonline.net 
 
Board of Directors: 
Elizabeth McCance, President 
Bagley Reid, Vice-President  
Robert J. Miller, Vice President–Land Trust 
Scott Reid, Treasurer  
Harry L. Ferguson III, Secretary  
Elizabeth H. Cook, Honorary Trustee  
Jean Leuchtenburg, Honorary Trustee  
Katharine H. Sturtevant, Honorary Trustee  
Marnie F. Briggs 
Barry R. Bryan 
Cary Brown 
Heather F. Burnham 
Faith Coolidge 
Jeffrey Edwards 
Kenneth L. Edwards 
Audrey N. Ludemann 
Steve Malinowski  
Terry McNamara  
Wendy O’Neil  
Thomas Parker  
Megan Raymond  
Barbara C. Riegel   
Genie Trevor

 





Island Health Project, Inc. 
 
The mission of the Island Health Project is to raise 
necessary funds to provide year-round medical care to 
year-round island and seasonal residents, and visitors. 
 
www.islandhealthproject.com 
 
Operating Budget: $ 524,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 344 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Dianna Shillo 
dshillo@lmhosp.org 
631-788-7244 
 
Staff: 
Dianna Shillo 
Jamie Doucette 
Kapri Thomas 
Dee Ross 
Stacy Hoch 
 
 

 
Office Address: 
370 Central Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Susie Parsons 
susieparsons@me.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Beth Arsenault 
Diane Baker 
Dr. William Colman 
Ace Crary 
Kathy Dollar 
Susie Ferguson 
Wendy Henderson 
Sara McLean 
Malcolm Miller 
Richard Miller 
Denny Ogden 
Susie Parsons 
Maisie Pollard 
Carol Rossetto 
Dr. Marc Rubenstein 
Dianna Shillo 
Robert Warden

 





Lighthouse Works 
 
The Lighthouse Works is a 501(c)3 nonprofit arts organization 
devoted to encouraging the development of artists through a 
fellowship program and to the enrichment of the year-round 
cultural and economic vitality of Fishers Island, New York. 
 
www.thelighthouseworks.com 
 
Operating Budget: $343,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: Decmeber 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 385 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Nate Malinowski 
Nate@thelighthouseworks.com 
(631) 788-7713 
 
Staff: 
Nate Malinowski 
Executive Director 
 
Tryn Collins  
Fellowship Director 
 

 
Office Address: 
Annex Studios 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Mary Burnham 
mburnham@mbbarch.com  
 

Board of Directors: 
Mary Burnham, President 
Heather Burnham, Vice President 
Arthur Kuijpers, Treasurer 

Whitney Armstrong 
Margaret O’Neil Frank 
Ella Foshay 
Marnie Franklin 
Jan Geniesse 
Meredith James 
Susan Lawrence 
Elizabeth Miller 
Charles Thomas O’Neil 
Sarah Stack 
Christabel Vartanian 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Thanks to the generous support of our donors, 2018 is shaping up as our best 
year yet at Lighthouse Works. With an expanded Fellowship Program, more 
public cultural events, and an enhanced Public Art Commission process, we are 
furthering our support of the development of artists and enhancing the vitality of 
Fishers Island. 
 
By December we will have hosted 25 artist and writing fellows, providing each 
one room, board, a stipend, and a spacious studio for six weeks.  With nearly 
1,200 applicants for those 25 spots, we are proud that Lighthouse Works is 
gaining national recognition as a uniquely beautiful residency that gives artists 
the time and space to make significant advances in their work. 
 
This summer’s Public Art Commission by Carla Edwards, If Portals Could Raise a 
Ruin, greeted ferry passengers and showed up on multiple Instagram feeds. It 
was chosen by Daniel Palmer of the Public Art Fund from an impressive field of 
proposals.  In August, Carla and Daniel sat together for a public conversation– 
one of over twenty year-round cultural events hosted by Lighthouse Works that 
encourage direct artist interaction with members of our community. This year, 
these events also included alumna Julia Bland’s workshop with IPP campers, the 
creation of an artwork entitled How to Clean a Window on Fishers Island (which was 
made collaboratively by spring Fellow Yixuan Pan and island residents), and 
Phoebe Berglund’s workshop Choreography Everywhere conducted with 8th and 9th 
grade students at the Fishers Island School. 
 
The impact of our work goes deeper than this cultural exchange. Our effort 
supports two year-round island jobs, and through a commitment to meeting our 
needs locally, we are stimulating the year-round island economy. Instead of 
shopping with Peapod, we shop at the Village Market. Instead of the Home 
Depot, we’re choosing Island Hardware. In this way, 80% of our operating 
budget, or $250,000, is spent directly in the local economy.   
 
At Lighthouse Works, our conviction is that Fishers Island is good 
for artists, and artists are good for Fishers Island. We are incredibly 
grateful for the enthusiasm that we continue to receive from the Fishers Island 
community! 
 
 

 

 

 

 



St. John's Episcopal Church 
 
We are a welcoming summer chapel, living out Christ’s love. A 
beacon to fellow pilgrims, the foundation and traditions of St. 
John’s inform our spiritual journey. We seek to provide an 
inclusive, open and dynamic ministry to impact the Fishers Island 
community across seasons, dedicated to nurturing spiritual life 
through hospitality and outreach. 
 
http://www.stjohnsfi.org/ 
 
Operating Budget: $183,000 
Fiscal Year Ends: July 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 505 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Michael E Spencer 
mspencer@sps.edu 
(631) 788-7497 
 
Staff: 
The. Rev. Michael Spencer, Rector 
 
Andrew Ahrens, Sexton 
 
 

Office Address: 
Oriental Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
William McCance 
wmccance@whmcompanies.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
William McCance, Senior Warden  
Tom Parker, Junior Warden  
John Trevor, Treasurer  
Phyllis Hansell, Clerk  
 
Vestry Members:  
Mark Andrews 
Jean Calhoun  
Alicia Cleary 
Tina Crowley  
Dixon Harvey  
Molly Frank  
Caroline McCance 
Thayer Rogers  
Max Soper

 



 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

FISHERS ISLAND 

 
We are a welcoming summer chapel, living out Christ’s love. A beacon to fellow pilgrims, the foundation and 

traditions of St. John’s inform our spiritual journey. We seek to provide an inclusive, open and dynamic ministry to 

impact the Fishers Island community across seasons, dedicated to nurturing spiritual life through hospitality and 

outreach.   

2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Our regular Services of Worship are at 8 and 10 a.m. on Sunday morning.  You are welcome to join us to connect 

with fellow spiritual pilgrims and celebrate the beauty and blessing of our island home.  In addition, we offer 

Thursday Vespers on the Beach, a meditative service mixing poetry, prayer, and scripture. The Book Group 

gathers Friday mornings for a spirited discussion of provocative books including this past year’s selections: 

Upstream by Mary Oliver and The Book of Joy by Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama. The study of Christianity 

and Buddhism culminated in the visit of Tibetan monks from the Drepung Gomang Monastery in Southern India.  

Over the course of one week in August they created a sand mandala in the Community Center and blessed the 

island with their peace and joy. 

 

Committed to a vibrant music ministry, we sponsor a summer concert and welcome organists from around the 

country who, this past summer, performed on the newly installed W. Richard Bingham Memorial Organ, 

Bigelow, opus 42.  We enjoyed a number of special concerts including organ accompaniment to Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s Stone.  The Groton School choir also visited the island for a choir camp over Labor Day weekend.   

 

While St. John’s Episcopal Church is a seasonal chapel open in the summer, we are committed to hospitality and 

outreach throughout all the seasons. St. John’s manages multiple vehicles of outreach to support the entire island 

community.  The Sanger Fund Grants were made to three island organizations this past year to support needs 

and initiatives.  Housing and Honoraria were made to support visiting speakers and artists.  The partnership with 

the island churches continued in the Islanders for Islanders initiative to provide for an on-island counselor, food, 

fuel, job training, and support for critical needs within the year-round community.  Our support of Affordable 

Housing continued in the subsidized rental of the Christiansen House adjacent to the church. Stewardship of the 

Island Cemetery Fund, and the land owned by St. John’s Church, allows for a beautiful place to remember those 

who have gone before us.  In 1983, St. John’s created our most significant outreach program: The Fishers Island 

Community Scholarships administered by the church and awarded each year to eligible students for 

postsecondary education.  This year, scholarships were awarded to graduates of the Fishers Island School.  They 

are part of a group of 30 students who currently receive over $90,000 to support their education in college and 

graduate school. Our Scholarship program continues to grow and the church contributes a significant amount over 

and above the annual draw on this fund.  We hope that the effort to expand the funding for this program will 

continue so that we might meet the needs of our island graduates. 

 

Many thanks to all those who supported the mission and ministry of St. John’s this past year! 



Walsh Park Benevolent Corporation 
 
To promote the viability of the year-round community of 
Fishers Island by creating and maintaining a supply of 
attractive and affordable year-round housing. 
 
walshpark.org 
 
Operating Budget: $ Not Provided 
Fiscal Year Ends: December 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 684 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Staff Contact: 
Matthew Edwards 
medwards@walshpark.org 
(631) 788-7927 
 
Staff: 
Matthew Edwards 
 
 

 
Office Address: 
90 Crescent Ave. 
Fishers Island, NY 06390 
 
Board Contact: 
Andrew Burr 
aburr@chiltoninc.com 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
Frank Burr Sr., Chairman Emeritus 
Andrew Burr, Co-President 
Ned Carlson, Co-President 
 
Christian Arsenault 
David Burnham 
Peter Crisp 
Gail Cypherd 
Trudi Edwards 
Mark Gaumond 
Allison Goss 
Ellen Harvey 
Mary Horn 
Jeff MacDonald 
Donald Young

 





	

 
	




