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Going into to building the Bio-Rock I wasn’t sure what 
to expect, is it easy or difficult to build, complex or 
simple design. After learning about more about Bio-
Rocks and geodesic designs, I gained a lot more 
knowledge as well as when building the dome itself. I was challenged to work as 
a team and used problem-solving skills in quick situations.  
 
I chose to work on the Bio-Rock project because I thought it would be a fun 
experience, one like I have never done before. I am also interested in working in 
the science fields after I graduate, and thought this would be a good first step to 
doing real research that no other school has done before.  
 
Once Bio-Rock building day came we were split up into two groups. My group 
had a rocky start being the last to finish sanding all of our pieces, but the other 
group was willing and happy to help us. The more we worked together the faster 
everything could be accomplished.  
 
The next step was assembling the Bio-Rock, putting all the pieces together. 
Before this the group had created mini Bio-Rock models similar to the full sized 
ones we were about to make. This gave us a good idea of how the pieces all 
connected. My group decided to split into smaller groups to assemble mini parts; 
so then in the end we could connect all the pieces like a big puzzle. Though this 
helped with our efficiency, we came across a problem when connecting all the 
parts. We were missing one of the specific length rods we needed, and instead 
we had a piece that was too short to fit in the empty spot. We were stuck. First 
we tried circling around the dome, checking to see if the piece was accidently put 
in the wrong spot, but no luck. Using our problem solving skills, our group and 
the instructors came up with the idea that if we drill a hole closer to the end of the 
short rod, it would make it long enough to fit in the empty spot. Sure enough it 
worked and our Bio-Rock was now complete. 
 
This process isn’t over yet, we still have to place our domes in the water and then 
the research can begin. What I have learned so far, is more knowledge on 
geodesic domes and Bio-Rocks, as well as how to work with other students that I 
may not be able to work with every day. I am excited about how far we have 
come, and how much more we still have ahead.  


