
Memorial Day Meeting 
May 26, 2007 
FI School Gym 
 
Roll Call: 
Tommy O. 
Billy R. 
Karla H.  
Mike I.  
John S.  
Chippy du 
Peter G. 
 
1. John S. welcomed everyone and gave a brief report on the progress of the Island 
Community Center. Z&S has been contracted to do the construction and a price will be 
finalized next week. There will be a Tag Sale on June 30 12-4pm across from the ball 
field, proceeds go to ICC. The Fireworks cruise will be July 14th on the Race Pt. 
departing FI at 7:15. Tickets on sale. 
 
2. Recreation Path –Billy Ridgway reporting for Frank Burr 
There is a small committee working on the “Bike Path” project and already have ¼ of the 
$ needed for the path. The DEC has to approve the plans soon and that will give the 
project more direction.  
 
3. Hamlet Study –Billy Ridgway  
Billy explained that this was an update to the growth plans done in the past. Southold has 
paid for part of the project and we have been fortunate to have Valerie Scopaz to finish 
our project. She is great and understands FI very well. We have established a stakeholder 
group and strategies for community visions. June 5th the stakeholders will meet to discuss 
recommendations and finalize plans. By mid-summer it should be done. 
 Q: Can the public view it? 
 A: Copies at the library and Island Office.  
 Q: What happen to the Feagles path? 
 A: Louisa Evans- It has taken a long time. The area is near South beach has been 
flagged 4 times and is flagged now it has been modified a little. Grebe will do the trail 
when he is available. You can go walk it and follow the green flags, changes are still 
possible and the structures are to be well hidden.  
 Q: Public input on plan? 
 A: We are planning on having large public meetings after June 5.  
 
4. Fishers Island School Report –Jeanne Schultz 
Jeanne did a power point presentation detailing the highlights of the school. She said the 
enrollment for 07-08 was 78 students, this has grown since she came to the job 4 years 
ago.  
 
 



5. F.I. Utilco News, Internet –Billy Ridgway 
Billy explained that 6 years ago an update was done to the internet and now they are way 
behind and weather affects the internet service FI has. Mostly, the old materials they now 
use are slow and need an update. This has been researched and there will be a switch to 
Motorola broadband system. It is an established and successful system. It has a subscriber 
module and access points. This has been tested from Groton to FI and worked. There are 
5 access points on the Utilco building and 2 that cover up east. It is strong enough to get 
though trees. Right now the instillation is the bottleneck and they are working to get 
contractor up to speed to install them. It is a first come, first serve basis. It is 3-4 times 
better than the present system. The plans range from $69.95 to $79.95. They are getting 
rid of dial up all together. The existing dial up customers will be switched to DSL and the 
same rate.      
 Q: Speed from access pt.? 
 A: The speed is not degraded as the distance from the access point increases. The 
distance can affect the alignment for setting up the subscriber module. 
 Q: Dial up is going away? When? 
 A: It will fade out when we get around to it. 
 Q: Is this all wireless access? 
 A: Just wireless from the Telco to the house, then you will be hard wired unless 
you get a router. This system replaces your modem. 
 Q: What’s the price? 
 A: Around $200.00 to install (time and labor) and $350.00 for the subscriber 
module. Then there is the monthly rate. 
 Q: Will you just use the DSL till it falls apart? 
 A: Yes, as long as we can. We are not going to do maintenance on it to upgrade it. 
 John Spofford thanked Billy for all the work he has put into the internet issues on FI. He 
said that everyone knows how nice it is to have it here and that it is more reliable and 
faster would not happen without Billy. 
 
6. Community Calendar –Mere Doyen 
Mere reported that their has been the addition to the www.fishersisland.net website of a 
scrolling community calendar. She asked for anyone with information they want to see on 
the website or in the Fog Horn to contact here at 990 or mharr@fishersisland.net . She 
thanked Andrew Benkard for all the work he does one the website, he has worked very 
hard for the ICB. 
 
7. EMS Squad –Sara McLean 
Sara was pleased to announce that they have 10 EMTs and all will be recertified. They 
also trained 10 MRTs which is about 1/3 the training of full EMT and are very helpful to 
the ambulance squad. The MRTs are 7 fire fighters and 3 island women. Most are 
interested in becoming full EMTs. The Squad is holding steady now. She thanked the 
Fire District commissioners for the $12,000.00 in new equipment and new stretcher and 
defibrillators. FI is getting caught up with other squads and feel more confident. 
Sara also reported that the new IHP building is up and running and Dr. Maria Frank has 
been great! They can offer 24 hour service because of Dr. Frank’s cell phone. She has 
been able to see more people for a variety of different things and this has saved on the 



Sea Stretcher trips to NL. For emergencies still call 911, but not an cell phones, that call 
will be routed elsewhere. You should program THIS NUMBER into your cell phones: 
631-765-2600 that is the Southold dispatcher. From your home phone call 911.  

• Emergencies from your cell:  631-765-2600   
• Emercencies from your land line: 911 
• Dr. Frank’s cell phone: 631-942-9647 
 
Comment: Thank you for your help last night at the party. You were all very 

professional and did great! 
 Sara: A lot of thanks go to the new MRT. Jeremy Doucette is a great guy. 
 
8. Feral cats and fires –John Spofford 
John reported that Barron Kidd has been working with the Audubon Society and are 
looking into the feral cat problem on FI. Also the Conservancy is working on this and has 
been supporting efforts to control the cats.  
FIDCO has been concerned with untended fires. John said that when talking to an 
insurance person they said the biggest concern they had for FI was fire because of all the 
dead undergrowth and brush around the island. With the right conditions a fire could do a 
lot of damage. We might look into an investigation with the Fire Dept. and the Tremaine 
family foundation to look into the problem. 
 Q: What is the problem with the cats? 
 A: We need more manpower on it and a new approach. We are hoping that the 
Conservancy and this Audubon approach might help.  
 
9. F.I. Ferry –Chippy duPont 
Chippy read a statement from Mark Easter that gave his side of the story. This was the 
statement that Mark gave in court. Additional, Chippy said that no one regrets this more 
than the FI Ferry District, himself especially. They have corrected the problem and are 
moving forward. They paid the first of a $200,000.00 fine. The commissioners found that 
it would be cheaper to pay the fine than fighting it. They asked to pay the fine in a lump 
sum and that got it lowered. The agreement stated that there would be not further action 
taken against the ferry. Easter spent 30 days in jail and paid his fines personally and 
surrendered his license. He is now making about ½ his original wage. The Ferry is 
creating a new position for him called assistant manager of operations. Mark will be a 
candidate and they are collecting resumes too. Mark has 35 year experience at the ferry 
so he will be the number one candidate. He will reapply for his license at the end of this 
month.  
The terminal project in NL is complete and just under budget. The financials are being 
worked out still.   Tickets from the old system are still good and they are working to 
improve the NL side operations. There has been a lot about the new ticket system they 
did not anticipate and are still learning.  
The maintenance on the buildings the ferry manages is to improve. There will be work 
done at the airport and new lighting there. New lights in Sept. $49,000.00 to District of 
total project cost of over $900,000.00 that the FAA is paying, they are very proactive 
about these things. The lights will go on when incoming pilot tunes in the frequency. 



The parking lot will be cleaned up and cars will be ticketed and towed. They are hoping 
to have the trooper’s ticket according to VIN and issue $1000.00 fines.  
They would like to update the trooper’s barracks but the ferry receives not funds to help 
keep it up and are looking into that and plan to ask for support from the state. 
 Q: Ferry terminal total cost, $10million? How much was from outside sources? 
 A: Hard and soft monies. There was $6 million from feds/DOT and $335,000.00 
from Homeland Security.  
 Q: Can we write Mark Easter a letter saying we accept his apology?   
 A: I am sure he would appreciate this. You certainly can write him if you like. 
 
Chippy said that at the last meeting Chris Edwards had expressed concerns about the 
lobstering on FI after the dumping. Chippy would like for Chris to catch a lobster in 
Silver Eel Cove and they would send it off to get it tested. This might help people see that 
the lobsters are fine.  
 

Comment: Couldn’t we send an open letter to the Day and the Town to say our 
apologies for what happen and include Mark’s statement. This would take it out of the 
Districts lap and use the ICB as the voice. Say that we understand what happen and we 
are sorry and we are environmentally responsible here on FI.       
 
John Spofford this needs to be discussed more, but we should consider this.  
-Motion to have Peter Burr draft this letter was made. 
-Seconded. 
 
Motion to adjourn meeting was made. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:15pm 
 
Minutes submitted by Meredith Doyen, secretary ICB 


