
Island Community Board Meeting Minutes 
Public Meeting 

December 8, 2006 at 4:45pm 
Fishers Island Firehouse 

 
Board Member Roll Call 

 
Fishers Island Development Corporation Bill Ridgway -representing 
Fishers Island Ferry District Chippy duPont 
Fishers Island Fire District  
Fishers Island School Board Karla Heath 
Fishers Island Utility Company  
Island Health Project  
Waste Management Mike Imbriglio  
Walsh Park Benevolent Association  
Seasonal Representative  
Seasonal Representative Bill Ridgway 
Seasonal Representative  Peter Gaillard 
Year-round Representative Patty Faulkner 
Year-round Representative Judi Imbriglio  
Year-round Representative John Spofford 
 
Call to Order –John Spofford  

John welcomed everyone and Mere took roll call. The minutes from the last two 
month’s meetings were passed around and it was discussed that they will be put in the 
Fog Horn each month from now one.   

Senior’s Report:  
  Patty Faulkner reported that she had been looking into the Senior Coordinator 
positions that are held by two Island women. She said that she talked to Louisa Evans and 
she brought Patty up to speed. Evans said that the women had recently resigned. Neither 
had ever put in a voucher for the work they had done because they had a hard time 
getting in the doors with the seniors to do much. They had both started with great gusto 
but found it difficult to get things done for the seniors. The town does put a lot of 
restrictions on the way they can do their job and requires time vouchers for the work. 
Both ladies decided not to submit anything and wanted to resign earlier, but were 
persuaded to stay on till this fall. The issue is that FI does not want to loose the 
opportunity to have these funds coming our way, but what is the best way to use them, 
given that the job does not currently work as it is described? 
 Rosemary Baue commented that the job description does have to be approved by 
the town and it can be revised. Rosemary and Louisa have been working on this project 
for years.  
Patty will follow up on this and it was thought that the Community Center might have a 
way to make the Coordinator positions work better. There were senior surveys handed 
out to seniors at a luncheon asking what the Community Center could do for them and the 
responses were collected and given to Patty. She did say that the senior lunch was the 
most successful element, this is funded by the ICB and most people don’t even know 
that.    
 
 
 



   Ferry Report: 
 Chippy reported that the Race Pt. would be out of the water from Jan-April 1st for 
extensive sandblasting and painting. They will take it back to bare metal and paint it 
again. It has needed this for a while. The Race Pt. will still be available for charters, but 
not regular passenger travel. The work is being done in New London. The other boat’s 
engines had also just been rebuilt. Chippy also reported that the Ferry District had hired a 
new freight operations employee. Don Brown was selected out of five candidates. As for 
the dumping issue, it is still ongoing. The Coast Guard keeps getting extensions so that 
they will not pass their statue of limitations. He talked about the tax increase that will 
come into effect. The ferry portion of people’s tax bill will increases by 40% from last 
year. This can be adjusted each year if need be. He said that breaking the population into 
different categories if difficult for making different fares, such as the year-round and 
seasonal fares. It would be very difficult to break the seasonal population down any 
further, like into owners and renter. This would be an interesting way to price things and 
they will look into it, but it is hard. He noted that the commercial traffic on the ferries has 
gone up dramatically over the recent years.    
 

Membership Drive:     
 Mere is planning a mass mailing to try and gather more members, as the present 
membership numbers have dropped due to only mailing to existing members. We need to 
canvas a larger group and there are mailing lists she can use. It was decided that she 
would to NOT resend membership envelopes to people who have already paid, to avoid 
pestering or confusing them. Mike Imbriglio has been working on an Island business list 
for the organizational membership drive, he will also start an off-island list to canvas 
businesses who make money out here both working here and from Islanders doing 
business with them.  

 
ACTION ITEM: Mere 
Mere will draft a letter to potential new members by 1/15 and get ICB’s input. There is a 
scheduled mailing for that letter set for 2/1.  
 

Community Calendar progress: 
 We need to get good contacts for all Island organizations so we are talking 
to/asking the right people for information about their organization’s calendar. We should 
have an email list for this group and send updates and reminders about the calendar. The 
website will be a good place to have this available and Mere is working with Andrew 
Bankard on getting something together for that.   
 
ACTION ITEM: Bill and Mere 
Talk with Benkard and Bill Ridgway about getting a program that we can use to make the 
calendar available online and that can somehow collect info from people online to add. 
This info needs to be culled through so as to not get too much info on the calendar.    
        
       Fog Horn:  
 The Fog Horn will be coming back to the Island Office in January. The school has 
done a great job. It was decided that ICB minutes would go in the following month’s 
issue so that more people will be exposed to them. We should ask for a report from each 
organization to go into the issue. If they have nothing to report, that is fine too, but we 
should defiantly ask and say that nothing was reported if nothing is reported. This might 
encourage organizations to use the Fog Horn as a bulletin board and forum to get their 



info out. We will start having more FI believe it or not stories, like FIDCO sticker stories. 
It would be great if Pierce Rafferty would write a column.   
 
ACTION ITEM: Mere 
Talk to Pierce about writing for the Fog Horn! 
  
 School Report: 
 Karla reported on the winter concert that was taking place that night and told 
about the other activities going on at the school during December. She said that on 
December 14th the advanced art and Spanish students were going on a field trip to NYC. 
She reported that for the 4th year in a row New York State ranked in good standing and in 
compliance with the No Child Left Behind Act the school. On the subject of the Island 
doctor’s recent inquiries with the school, she invited the public to attend the next school 
board meeting. These are public and are held at the school. The items that Dr. Frank has 
brought up are under discussion and they are all seeking resolution to the matter.   
  
 Firehouse Addition Status: 
 Mike Imbriglio reported that the project to expand the firehouse is now in the 
hands of the Fire District. It would be a couple years before this project could begin 
because of the legal hoops they will have to jump though. The District will have to get a 
legal team involved, present the project to the public and get it on the ballot for a 
referendum first. They would like to see this on a ballot in the next year. The District is 
allowed to hold a special election if they would need to, he said.  
  
ACTION ITEM: Mere and John 
ICB needs to research and clarify what the voting requirements are for each district and 
publish this. They seem to be each their own. This can be found in each district’s 
enabling documents.   
 
 Administrivia: 
We need to post our schedule for 2007. Can Mere be added to the FIDCO/Utility Co. pay 
roll for the purpose of payroll services? John will talk to Bob Wall to see if an 
arrangement can be worked out between ICB and them to make sure paychecks are 
issued properly and everything is accounted for and above board. 
 
ACTION ITEMS TO WORK ON FOR JANUARY: 

1. Draft Membership letter, send out for approval. 
2. Work on getting a calendar that will go on website.  
3. Talk to Pierce about Fog Horn. 
4. Clarify and publish each tax district’s voting requirements. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 with a motion to adjourn by Bill Ridgway and 
seconded by Karla Heath. 
     Minutes submitted by, Meredith Doyen secretary      


