
Island Community Board Meeting Minutes 
Annual Meeting  

October 7, 2006 at 1:30pm 
Fishers Island School 

 
Board Member Roll Call 

 
Fishers Island Development Corporation Peter Crisp 
Fishers Island Ferry District Chippy duPont 
Fishers Island Fire District  
Fishers Island School Board Karla Heath 
Fishers Island Utility Company Bob Wall 
Island Health Project Ken Edwards & Susie Ferguson  
Waste Management Mike Imbriglio  
Walsh Park Benevolent Association  
Seasonal Representative Tommy O’Neal  
Seasonal Representative Bill Ridgway 
Seasonal Representative  Peter Gaillard 
Year-round Representative Patty Faulkner 
Year-round Representative Judi Imbriglio  
Year-round Representative John Spofford 
 

1. Call to Order –John Spofford  
John welcomed everyone and asked Mere for a quorum.  

2. Quorum –Mere Harr 
Mere established that there was a quorum of over 60 members between the mailed in 
proxy statements she had received and the attendance in the audience.    

3. ICB Report –John Spofford 
John explained the election results and introduced Tommy O’Neil and Patty Faulkner as 
the two new representatives for the next three years. He called for a motion to ratify these 
election results and the new slate was elected.   

4. State Trooper Report –Kevin Drew 
Kevin reported that this summer we had the same five guys as last year and there were 
two troopers on Island most the summer. There were 95 cases this year, mostly alarms, 
medical and dogs calls. There were 7 car accidents, 41 tickets issued, 2 DUI arrests, 1 
marijuana arrest, 1 fight, 1 unauthorized use of car and 17 boating tickets given out. In 
May there was an old military ordinance found and handled by the troopers and 1 felony 
investigation for stolen money.  
 Q: Where there any guard shack inquires?  
 A: Some, but nothing very serious.  
 Q: What has to happen to contain a suspect? 
 A: If the judge remands the suspect to jail they are sent by boat to Long Island. 
There are no State Police holding cells here on FI. We can use local police cells.   
 Q: How long are you here? 
 A: Until Thanksgiving weekend.  
 Q: Did the ordinance end up being anything serious? 
 A: I was not here for that, but all things should be reported, you can never be sure. 
 Q: What is the beach fire policy? 
 A: Just let us know. There in no town code that I am aware of, we are concerned 
about the mess left on the beaches, that’s why we check on the fires.  



 Q: What about out of town fishermen?  
 A: We have about six or so each weekend. We have the town code on file and I 
will check on fires, trash and regulations.       

5. FI School Report –Karla Heath 
The student body is at 72 with 3 new coming on Friday. We are very excited for the 
school and the Island students. There is a better synergy with this number of students. We 
have a group of people working on a long-range plan for the school with goals being set 
for the next 5-10 years. The Board of Education will approve that plan and it will be 
presented to the community after that.    

6. FI Yacht Club News –Bill Reid     
-Reid said that the YC has a 50-year lease on the marina there and they are on year 5 of 
that agreement. The YC is the caretaker of the marina and has put about $200,000 into 
the docks already, they have 87 tenants. As far as dredging the area goes, there are three 
areas that are a little shallow and the YC has asked to fix these. They have looked into 
dredging with the town and the Department of Environmental Conservation  (DEC). 
There were soil sampled taken and they worked on a dredging plan and material cost 
estimates. The YC has not applied for permits or asked to dredge; we will be looking into 
it. It may not be feasible and could take years to get filing done and approved.  
-The Goose Island (GI) property: We feel that we are most directly connected to 
operating the waterfront. It is what we do. The Mobil dock has good deep-water dockage. 
We feel that fuel oil storage is essential to the Island infrastructure. The YC’s goal is to 
take advantage of the property. The agreement we have with GI is contingent on it being 
environmentally clean, the gas and fuel oil are up to code with the state and Suffolk Co. 
and the restriction of liquor is held in exception of the YC. The YC feels they would be 
the best stewards of the property and are looking to acquire the property and operate the 
fuel business as is; fuel oil, gas and marina. The deal is not done yet. The environmental 
assessment is key and we are working on this. GI will be removing the fuel tanks and 
change them out, checking the soil and cleaning up too. They will install new up-to-date 
tanks that meet code. We have been very pleased in working with the GI people; they are 
very on top of things. We are very open to suggestions and questions. Feel free to contact 
Bill Reid or Rich Bartels.  
 Q: What about servicing vehicles? 
 A: We are looking into this; we are still up in the air about it. Mobil has become a 
place to dump cars and with the service station there are several cautions to look into. We 
want to insure the infrastructure of the Island in maintained if that is best for the Island. 
We feel that fuel oil is most essential. There is a lot of work to be done on site.  
 Q: What about parking there? 
 A: There are presently 12 parking places for the Popeye boat riders. These will 
remain; we are interested in revenue sources to help with the property.  
 Q: Liquor and restaurant?  
             A: We are not presently thinking about it. We are not interested in a restaurant, 
bar or hiring employees. We are looking to keep costs down and not encourage day-
trippers/bar flies. We are using the models from other 2 clubs, we need larger facilities. 
Our 5-year goal is a small kitchen for now. 
 Q: Plans for other structures onsite? 
 A: The current plan is to build no building and tare no buildings down. The goal 
is lawns and gardens for now. We would like a new deck and tent area to serve all our 
needs. We are not having a change in dues so we are not going to have tennis, pool or a 
bar. The YC dues are $400.00 and that cannot support any more staff. We want the dock 
and need the space.  
 Q: Long range goals/plan? 



 A: Yes, we started a study 3-years ago and have been long range planning, 
keeping the membership in the loop.  
 Q: When will transition occur? 
       A: Towards the end of the year, depending on details. The financing is coming 
from a group of YC members fronting the purchase and being paid back overtime.  
 Q: Will there be an increase in the marina size? 
 A: We might be able to rearrange some things to get a few more slips and hope to 
improve usability. In 5-years we would like to completely rebuild the docks.   

7. Ferry Update –Chippy duPont 
Chippy said that the new off-peak schedule will be reprinted to say that M, Tu, W, Th last 
boat will be 6:30pm and not 6pm. He said that the New London project is closing with a 
few leaks to fix.   

8. IHP Report –Ken Edwards and Susie Ferguson 
IHP had a successful summer and things have been running smoothly. EMT calls and Sea 
Stretcher runs have been down. Perhaps because some more things have been handled on 
Island. Everyone is very happy with Dr. Frank, good reports all around. Her cell phone 
has been a good addition. The new building is going noticeably well. Foundation is ready 
for the Ct. Valley home to be placed on Tuesday on the ferry. The Utility Co. has been 
very gracious. BD will finish out the building, still looking for fill dirt.  
 Q: Primary care physician, when can Dr. get insurance info.  
 A: Yes, this has been an issue. We are operating though Sound Medical with 
another Dr. named. Needed to get dr. Frank’s CT license, that has gone though. Very 
close to getting it taken care of.  
 Q: What is the best guess first the first patient at the new office. 
 A: On schedule now, hate to guess. Mid to late winter work should be done. 
Should be open within the year.       
 Q: Flu vaccine? 
 A: It has been ordered and we should be fine. We are taking names at the office. 

9. Island Community Center Report –Judy Imbriglio 
Judy thanked everyone for their donations so far and thanked the ICC fundraising 
committee – Moody, McLean, Spofford, Heath and the Burrs. She said they started focus 
groups for programs and space use within the building and has been learning a lot, these 
group meetings have been helpful for debunking rumors and answering questions. She 
asked for people to feel free to ask questions about anything to one of the ICC board 
members. There is donation thermometer going up on the lawn at the village green today 
to track fundraising.   

10. Hamlet Study Update –Charlie Stepanek 
Charlie said that the stakeholder group and the planner are in the data processing stage. 
He mentioned the key organizations that had been helping with the research for the study. 
Bob Wall –Utility Co., Art Walsh and Jeanne Schultz –F.I. School, Bill Ridgway –
FIDCO, Bob Wall –Walsh Park, Chippy Dupont –Ferry District. All have been very 
helpful in answering questions and attending meetings. He said the stakeholders have 
been collecting data about housing, business data, commuting workers, year-round 
housing (114 households= 47 rentals, 62 units, 18 Walsh Park). Businesses total 70-ish. 
 Q: How many year-round and seasonal residents? 
 A: Trying to set up a way to study this. We do feel that year-round is on the rise. 
Counting the seasonal population is difficult.    
Other: 
John Spofford mentioned that the ICB would like to learn more about how the tax 
districts work here, talked to town attorney and will get info back about it.  
  



 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 with a motion to adjourn by Karla Heath and a second 
from M. Imbriglio.  
     Minutes submitted by, Mere Harr secretary      


