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April 6, 2019 

Town of  Southold 
PO Box 1179 
Southold, NY 11971 

Dear Southold Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of  Appeals, 

We are writing to you to express several concerns about the proposed zoning 
changes to the historic Bakery Building; 

We think having a bar/restaurant with a liquor license adjacent to the 
elementary school, adjacent to the community center where children and 
seniors gather, and adjacent to the playground, as well as the wooded path 
between the community center and the playground is inappropriate and 
dangerous.  This is an area where children bicycle and play, and this will 
increase traffic dramatically.  In fact, many people on the island believe that 
Hound Lane should be closed to through traffic.  As parents of  young 
children who are involved in the wonderful summer camp run by the Island 
People’s Project adjacent to this proposed bar, we would be very saddened to 
see so many families negatively affected by this ill conceived and 
inappropriate business. 

We understand that the new owner ultimately wants to turn The Bakery into 
a brewery.  We hope this is not the case, but that if  it is that Mr. Holzner is 
being up front about it as it will affect many of  his neighbors negatively.  The 
published plans make it clear, from the size of  the bar, what the true purpose 
of  these variances are; it is primarily purpose is the sale of  alcohol, and the 
apartments above are intended for the bar staff  to have a place to sleep after 
the last ferries depart.  The intention, and the only economic purpose, is to 
maximize late night liquor sales. 



Because Connecticut bars close earlier than New York bars, drinkers will 
leave CT bars at closing time, and drunkenly boat over to this bar to 
consume alcohol until very late at night.  This phenomenon is well known on 
the Island, and should be discouraged.  The location of  this proposed bar 
near to the harbor at Silver Eel Cove will encourage this dangerous and 
undesirable activity.   

The commercial center of  Fisher’s Island is the Village Square.  Businesses 
in the Village struggle to survive the huge seasonal population swings.  I 
think this new business would damage the News Cafe, which is connected to 
the Supermarket, as well as The Pequot, both of  which are mainstays of  the 
community, and ultimately all of  the Village, as well as efforts by the 
Community Center to provide dining options for the year round population.  
The diminishment and potential loss of  businesses like the Supermarket 
would devastate the entire community.  This area, by the school, doesn’t 
need and would not benefit from commercial activity, which should be 
concentrated in the Village.  These opinions are based on several long term 
studies commissioned by the Town and the community in an effort to 
stabilize the year round population.  

Fisher’s Island desperately needs more housing to support the few businesses 
that can survive here, not more businesses without adequate housing.  Before 
zoning changes are considered here, new affordable housing should be 
constructed. 

Islanders have banded together and donated millions of  dollars to support 
the Community Center, and proposed new affordable housing directly 
adjacent to the Bakery, both wonderfully positive things will be negatively 
affected by this bar which is not supported by the community.  This is a slap 
in the face to all the hard work and resources of  both year round and 
seasonal islanders who are very thoughtful and committed to making Fisher’s 
Island a just and viable place to live. 

Far from being an eyesore, the Bakery is one of  the last intact historic 
buildings left over from the Fort, and should be restored.  Appropriate uses 
would be light industrial, galleries, artist studios or residential. 

The current sewer under Hound Lane needs to be replaced.  It is too small 
and in disrepair, causing unhealthy sewer fumes to rise whenever it rains.  
The existing sewer can’t handle the existing capacity.  Before any zoning 
variances are considered, a new sewer should be constructed.  The proposed 



zoning variances will exacerbate both flooding and the failing sewer system.  
I hope the town will help the Island repair this broken infrastructure before 
making exceptions to the law that will make this problem worse. 

Thank you for your time. 

Kip Williams and Gretchen Mol 


