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8 April  2019 
 
Southold Town Planning Department 
Town of Southold 
P.O. Box 1179 
Southold, NY 11971  
 
Concerning: Hound Lane LLC, Fishers Island #7237 
 
Dear members of the Town Planning Board, 
 
We write as concerned neighbors to oppose the variances proposed for the former Bakery on 
Hound Lane. This project will negatively affect the Fort Wright area by (1) covering the 
majority of the lot with an asphalt parking lot and (2) increasing the bulk of the building in a 
manner that will irrevocably destroy the historic quality of the building. 
 
We own and are renovating the former Ordnance Building a few hundred yards north of the 
Bakery building. We hope that our renovation of this historic warehouse respects the 
character of the neighborhood and the limitations of the site. We were also involved in The 
Lighthouse Works' renovation of the neighboring former Coast Guard Annex Building which 
preserves the historic character of that building. 
 
Over the last few years we, along with our neighbors in the Fort Wright Area, have devoted 
time, energy and resources toward the Island's collective effort to revive this unique 
neighborhood that is the gateway to the island. We welcome Mr. Holzner’s investment in the 
neighborhood, but urge him to rework his plans in a manner that is consistent with the historic 
character of the area and sensitive to its environmental limitations. 
 
The Bakery building is one of the most striking examples of the pre-war architecture in Fort 
Wright. It contributes to the neighborhood of adjacent historic buildings with its unique scale, 
form and materiality. We believe the effect of the proposed changes will be to take an 
attractive historic building that fits on the site and in the context of the neighborhood and 
create an inappropriate mass looming over the street surrounded by cars.  The added floor 
will destroy the character of the building on the exterior by adding an out of scale addition in 
an inappropriate metal cladding material. This addition will also require ruining the lovely 
historic interior high ceilings by adding the ill-advised second floor. 
 
We strongly oppose the third variance to eliminate the 35% landscape requirement and pave 
the site for parking. The addition of impervious materials on this site will only exacerbate the 
tendency of the area to flood. The 35% landscape requirement is meant to mitigate exactly 
this kind of environmental issue and we do not see any social benefit that would justify waving 
it in this case. We urge you to deny this variance. 
 
We are delighted to see the investment in the Fort Wright area by The Ferry District, The 
Lighthouse Works, the Community Center, Walsh Park Housing, Tod Williams and Billie 
Tsien, that has turned this area from a sad collection of decaying buildings into an entrance to 
the Island that is welcoming and historically resonant. We urge Mr. Holzner to revise his plans 
in a way that respects both its environmental constraints and its historical importance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary and Brad Burnham 


