
To The Southold Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
As you know, the property and buildings in the Fishers Island Fort Wright area had deteriorated over 
decades due to benign neglect and lack of investment. In recent years, the combined efforts of public 
entities with private investment have resulted in, and continue to produce, important enhancements to the 
area for the benefit of the small year-round community and all island residents. The Town of Southold 
benefits as well from these works as they upgrade the area where there is a significant amount of Town 
property. 
 
I am one of many concerned Fishers Island residents who have dedicated a considerable amount of time 
and effort in recent years with the goal of realizing the magnificent potential of the Fort Wright area. 
Therefore, I am greatly concerned by the request for a zoning variance to permanently harm a historic 
structure for the purpose of a business that is entirely inappropriate in this section of the island. 
 
Southold requires business parcels to be a minimum of 30,000 square feet. The parcel seeking a variance 
is not even two thirds this size. My possibly incorrect understanding is that code requires the bar/restaurant 
being proposed have twenty six parking places that would have to fit in that small parcel around the two 
historic buildings. I believe this is cause for concern. 
 
The island school and the proposed bar/restaurant are on the same piece of property. In fact the school 
property surrounds the proposed bar/restaurant parcel on three sides, the road making up the fourth side. 
Are these appropriate neighbors? As customers, who may have been drinking alcohol in the bar/restaurant, 
drive out the proposed parking lot during the day they will literally intersect with students and faculty 
walking along Greenwood Drive, the principal route between the ferry and the school. Due to the school 
and ferry locations, this is possibly the most walked stretch of the island. Does it make sense to alter 
zoning to enable the creation of a bar next to the island school? 
 
I am grateful to the Town of Southold Architectural Review Board for their appreciation of and sensitivity to 
the historic nature of this area. Thank you for recommending that the existing brick and mortar materials 
continue to be used for any building enlargement. Thank you for asking that the historic structure of the 
hipped roof be respected. And lastly thank you for suggesting that the property not be paved over for a 
parking lot.  
 
The proposed property is on Hound Lane. “Lane” defined in the Oxford dictionary: “a narrow road, 
especially in a rural area”. The distance from the Bakery entry walkway to the wall of the family home 
across Hound Lane is just 37 feet. 
 
Cars and liquor, adults and kids on a small road is an unhealthy combination. I am concerned that the 
proposed commercial activity will irreparably harm a historic building and diminish the quality of life 
enjoyed by all of us who live, work and play in this vibrant area, where the island community gathers. 
 
Given the above concerns, thank you for carefully considering the appropriateness of the requested zoning 
variance. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Lucinda Herrick 
883 Ocean View Avenue 
Fishers Island, NY 
	  


