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Feb 25th 2019  
 
To the Town Clerk of Southold regarding the Fishers Is land 
Uti l i ty Company’s (FIUC) request to change the “Briar Patch's” 
zoning from an R-80 to HD (Hamlet Density). 
 
My name is Jessica Doyle. I  am president of an organizat ion 
cal led Island People’s Project ( IPP). 
 
IPP is an organizat ion devoted to Fishers Is land’s year-round 
populat ion and summer residents. IPP sponsors community 
events throughout the year, such as the July 4th Fife and 
Drum Parade and provides the Island’s only summer day 
program that is open to both ful l-t ime residents and summer 
people. Al l  year-round chi ldren attend camp for free through 
IPP’s scholarship program. In addit ion, IPP manages, cares 
for and provides a l i feguard for Dock Beach, the is land’s 
publ ic harbor-beach. Addit ional ly, IPP owns Fishers Island's 
basebal l  f ie ld, which is located next to the Briar Patch.   
 
As president of IPP I have broad concerns with the 
Fishers Island Uti l i ty Company’s (FIUC) request to re-zone the 
Briar Patch property. 
 
Whi le I  agree with FIUC’s idea that more housing is needed to 
encourage ful l-t ime residents to l ive on the is land, the Briar 
Patch, comprised of 1.28 acres, is a smal l  plot of land located 
at the busiest intersection on the west end of the Island. 
 
Though port ions of the Briar Patch have been uti l ized over 
t ime for farming, the land's use hasn’t been conducted in an 
intense manner. It  has remained untouched by development 
for thousands of years. 
 
In an effort to increase the year-round populat ion, Fishers 
Island worked closely with Yale University to establ ish the 
best way to encourage people to move to the Island. This in-
depth study urges preserving the Islands' natural habitat as a 
key factor to protecting the uniqueness of Fishers.  
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Please see a copy of the study here: YALE  
https://udw.architecture.yale.edu/sites/default/ f i les/f i les/Sustain ing%20Fishers%20I
sland%20Final.pdf 

 
My concern with the zone change is that i t  opens the door for 
over-development of a small parcel that l ies adjacent to 
signif icant freshwater wetlands. Has a NY State environmental 
study been done on the potential impact of intensif ied use of 
the land? Addit ional ly, what would that use do to the nearby 
natural habitat? With this type of development, has it been 
weighed against the natural the capacity of the land, with 
respect to fresh water wetlands, signif icant natural 
communit ies, plus soi l  suitabi l i ty? 
  
“From the botanical standpoint, the is land presents a 
considerable diversity of habitats. A total of nearly 700 plant 
species have been identi f ied… wetlands are diverse, there are 
also at present 30 rare plants in the inventory." (P.15) 
 Read the scient i f ic report here  
 Funk, Robert E. and Pfei f fer, John E. (1993) "Prehistor ic Adaptat ions on 
 F ishers Is land, New York: Progress Report," Northeast Histor ical 
 Archaeology: Vol.  22 22, Art ic le 3.  
 https://orb.binghamton.edu/cgi/v iewcontent.cgi?art ic le=1197&context=neha 
 
Located on the north side of the Briar Patch property, there’s 
the presence of NY State freshwater wetlands that connect 
with a large freshwater swamp a l i t t le further to the east, plus 
a small freshwater kett le pond just north. Adjacent to 
the freshwater wetland is an important tree canopy that hosts 
signif icant natural communit ies.  The property’s canopy is a 
foraging site for a number of bat species. The loss of tree 
canopy next to open wetlands has the potential to impact NY 
State's rare plants and animals, including the roosting habitat 
of these protected species. 
 
Furthermore, “...the development of pr ivate summer homes 
has been rapid and extensive. The effects on native fauna, 
f lora, and cultural resources have been considerable." (P.16) 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/cgi/v iewcontent.cgi?art ic le=1197&context=neha 
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I f  FIUC bui lds a two family dwel l ing on this small  parcel of 
land, residents wi l l  need parking. Potential ly an impermeable 
parking lot wi l l  be created. The surrounding natural habitats 
r isk being disturbed from storm water run off. Which type of 
parking surface is planned?  

Fishers Island does not have an Island-wide sewer system; al l  
Fishers Is landers' wastewater deposits into their respective 
septic tank. The proposed re-zoning would intensify the 
nutr ient loading from onsite wastewater disposal 
systems. Where does the water run off go? 

The Briar Patch sits direct ly opposite the basebal l  f ie ld where 
Islanders come to play games, engage in sports activ it ies, and 
host large Island-wide gatherings. Adding a residence next to 
this publ ic area would increase traff ic and has the potential 
r isk of injury to the residents. Would IPP be l iable for any 
injury, noise complaints or property damage?   
 
I ts location is at a main intersection of Fishers Is land’s west 
end. To the north is the Island’s only supermarket. Any t ime a 
person needs to buy milk they pass this intersection. Just off 
to the east is the yacht club marina where year-round and 
summer residents go every day for water activ it ies. The 
majority of vis itors coming to Fishers via boat dock at the 
yacht club marina and walk to town via this intersection. The 
basebal l  f ie ld is used in the case of medical emergencies and 
serves as a medevac hel icopter- landing pad. Addit ional traff ic 
could impede ambulance access to the doctor’s off ice and/or 
the Island’s Sea Stretcher boat ambulance. 
 
To the west of the property is one of the tal lest hi l ls on the 
is land. The hi l ls ide’s fresh water run-off eventual ly connects to 
the wetland located on the northeast side of the property. 
Rainwater run off travels through the Briar Patch's wetland 
and makes its way sl ight ly north to the nearby freshwater 
kett le pond and swamp located on Madel ine Ave. The 
Madel ine Avenue swamp host’s signif icant fauna and animal 
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communit ies, the potential are there to be negatively 
impacted.  
 
Changing the Briar Patch’s zoning has potential to alter the 
community’s character. Historical ly, the community str ives to 
protect i ts open landscape to al low for natural species to 
prosper. 
For example, the Barred Owl, "None were documented over 
the 40 years since [1943] unti l ,  in 1983, a nest was found on a 
part of Suffolk County: Fishers Island. Although only four 
square miles in size, and fragmented by development, i t  
apparently has enough mature forest and a suitable mix of 
wetlands in a protected greenbelt to support a nesting 
pair.”  From 27east:  

http://www.27east.com/news/art ic le.cfm/East-End/581402/The-Barred-Owl 

Yale's research f inds, "There are threats to Fishers' way of l i fe. 
Adverse, unplanned development on the Island could 
signif icantly and irreversibly change the character and scale of 
the place." 

Yale’s study also addresses the need to lower the cost of 
ut i l i t ies, however FIUC’s bui lding plans require Fishers Is land 
residents to subsidize the costs of bui lding the dwell ing 
including its upkeep. Raising the ut i l i ty rates of customers so 
construction may commence is contrary to Yale's 
recommendations. 
 
To encourage more ful l t ime residents to l ive on Fishers, Yale 
suggests "Assist home owners and business owners to reduce 
their energy bi l ls by improving energy eff ic iency. Coordinate 
access to New York State energy eff ic iency improvement 
programs, including technical support, home energy 
assessments and grants and low interest loans. Make electr ic 
rates for year-round residents competit ive with nearby 
Connecticut towns. Consider reducing current year-round 
rates by 20%.” 
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Instead of bui lding housing a on a small parcel of land, Yale 
recommends: "Support the Fishers Is land Uti l i ty Company’s 
efforts to develop complete GIS mapping of the Island’s 
ut i l i t ies to better understand the condit ion of and manage the 
Island’s water, electr ic, and telecom distr ibution 
infrastructure.”  
 
I t ’s important to ask, what ut i l i ty company do you know of 
that bui lds houses?  When does a ut i l i ty company shift from 
focusing on the health of electr ical l ines, water supply pipes, 
and telephone services to endeavor bui lding houses?  
 
Fishers Is land has an organizat ion, cal led Walsh Park, whose 
sole mission is to create, bui ld, and establ ish housing for 
ful l t ime residents. Perhaps FIUC could work with Walsh Park 
to create more housing?   
 
Presently, FIUC has 8 ful l t ime Fishers Is land resident 
employees. Does FIUC have a l ist of future employees that i t  
intends to house in this 2-family dwel l ing?  
 
Addit ional ly, FIUC owns a house just up the road, to the east 
of the Briar Patch; potential ly this property could house future 
employees? 
 
As opposed to modifying the natural habitat’s land and 
alter ing the community’s character, FIUC could focus its 
efforts on underuti l ized propert ies rather than an 
intensif icat ion of use of the Briar Patch.  
 
Please let’s slow this process down, take a good look at the 
environmental ly responsible options whi le taking into account 
the f inding of the Yale study with an eye towards the future. 
 
The Uti l i ty Company's leaders wi l l  come and go, but this zone 
change wil l  leave a last ing impact on the is land and the 
community. As an aside, i t  is disappoint ing that in 2019 not 
one woman is a member of FIUC’s Board of Directors.  
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I  ask of you, the Town of Southold, to please hold-off granting 
FIUC’s request to re-zone the Briar Patch, whi le alternatives 
are explored.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Sincerely Yours, Jessica Doyle 
 
President of Is land People’s Project 
Email:  ipppresident@gmail.com 
 
 
 
FIUC’s current Board of Directors: Michael Laughl in, Chairman, James Baker, 
Stephen Cook, Tom DuPont, Malcolm McAl l ister, Geddes Parsons, Chif fro Sanger, 
Tom Siebens, John Spofford  
 
http:// f ishersis land.net/southold-considers-zone-change-to-hamlet-density-for-br iar-
patch-property/ 
 
People may write comments to be included in the publ ic hear ing. Comments should 
be mai led or emai led to El izabeth Nevi l le, Town Clerk for inclusion in the publ ic 
record. Her address is Southold Town Hal l ,  53095 Main Road, PO Box 1179, 
Southold, New York 11971. Her emai l  is e.nevi l le@town.southold.ny.us. 
 
 


