
March 1, 2019 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Neville 

Town Clerk and Registrar of Vital Statistics 

53095 Route 25        

PO Box 1179 

Southold, NY  11971     Via: Email e.neville@town.southold.ny.us 

 

 

RE: Fishers Island Utility Company’s Request for Rezoning the ‘Briar patch’.  

 

Dear Ms. Neville- 

As a lifelong seasonal resident of Fishers Island, a neighbor to the Briar Patch parcel in question, and a 

former member of the board of the Fishers Island Conservancy (https://ficonservancy.org ), I am writing 

to express my concerns regarding the Fishers Island Utility Company’s (www.fiuc.net  ) request to re 

zone the Briar Patch from R-80 (residential) to HD (Hamlet Density).   

What makes Fishers Island so special is the amount of open, undeveloped space in the heart of one of 

the most intensely populated and developed corners of the country- the “I-95” corridor between 

Washington, D.C. and Boston.  Despite the relatively close proximity to major metropolitan centers such 

as New York, New Haven, and Boston, Fishers has become a critical stop for migrating birds, a habitat 

for rarely seen/ elusive animals such as the River Otter, home to one of the largest native grassland 

restoration projects in the northeast, and one of the few locations in Long Island Sound with thriving 

seagrass meadows.  The health of the Fishers Island environment has positive impacts far beyond its 

shores, and it is critical we do what we can to preserve and enhance the island’s role as a sanctuary. 

I am a landscape architect by profession.  I am a LEED certified designer (Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design), which is a designation of the U.S. Green Building Council (www.USGBC.org ) to 

identify a designer’s proficiency in ‘green’, or environmentally sensitive, projects.    One of the important 

lessons LEED designers learn is that greenfield development- development on undeveloped or 

agricultural land- is the least environmentally sensitive and least desirable type of development.  

Undeveloped land is a finite resource, and once a greenfield site is built upon, its role within the 

surrounding environment changes- negatively- forever.  Rather, adaptive re use and renovation projects 

are much more sustainable and, I believe, a better fit for our small island community.   

Though there has been little information made available to the community by the FIUC, it is my 

understanding they intend to develop the Briar Patch as a lower cost housing option for their 

employees.  I am very aware of the need, as I know others are, too; organizations such as Wash Park 

Benevolent Corporation (www.walshpark.org )have been working to provide affordable housing to 
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island residents for the last 30 years.  I support Walsh Park because theirs is the business of providing 

housing for year- round Island residents.  But the business of the FIUC is providing water, telephone, and 

power service for the island, and the skeptic in me has little confidence that they should be undertaking 

the re zoning and development of a highly visible and highly central former agricultural site for 

development to Hamlet Density. 

I do not oppose all development.  I know there are times when greenfield development is unavoidable.  

But before this particular greenfield site is re zoned for higher density development, I would like to be 

assured that the FIUC has undergone a thorough due diligence process to understand A) the 

environmental impact of their request, B) the aesthetic impact of Hamlet Density within a residential 

zone on a site that has been open space for the community for a generation, at least, and C) how their 

need for affordable employee housing may align with the same need of other island organizations and 

businesses, and if, within this small community, we might mount a more coordinated and unified 

approach to seeking a solution, especially a solution that may involve redevelopment/ renovation of one 

of the empty and abandoned buildings that exist in the Fort area.  If FIUC is allowed to re zone this 

greenfield parcel, a precedent is set to allow other stakeholders seeking affordable housing to do the 

same, and soon the residential fabric of the community is altered and, as importantly, the natural 

environment is affected permanently.   

Thank you for your consideration and your efforts to solicit input before moving forward. 

Regards,  

Gerrit Goss         

   


