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WHEREAS, there has been presented to the Town Board of the Town of Southold, 
Suffolk County, New York, on the 29th  day of August, 2017, a Local Law entitled “A 
Local Law in relation to Amendments to Chapter 275, Wetlands and Shoreline, in 
connection with Coastal Contractor Licensing” now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Southold will hold a public hearing on 
the aforesaid Local Law at Southold Town Hall, 53095 Main Road, Southold, New York, 
on the 24th day of October, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. at which time all interested persons will 
be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 
The proposed Local Law entitled, “A Local Law in relation to Amendments to 
Chapter 275, Wetlands and Shoreline, in connection with Coastal Contractor 
Licensing” reads as follows: 

 
LOCAL LAW NO.      2017 

 
A Local Law entitled, “A Local Law in relation to Amendments to Chapter 275, 
Wetlands and Shoreline, in connection with Coastal Contractor Licensing”. 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Southold as follows: 

 
I. Purpose. 
 
In order to continue to protect the natural state of the shorelines and wetlands within the 
Town of Southold, it is the purpose of these amendments to provide herein for a 
strengthened system of local licensing of marine contractors in order to more fully protect 
homeowners and responsible marine contractors alike.  

 
II. Chapter 275 of the Code of the Town of Southold is hereby amended as follows: 
 
§ 275-2.  Definitions; word usage. 
 
COASTAL CONSTRUCTION – The repair, modification, re-construction or new 
construction of structures including but not limited to bulkheads, docks, floats, jetties, 
groins, catwalks, stairways, decks, revetments, any erosion or water control device.  
Included in this definition is landscape design, landscape architecture, the installation or 
maintenance of lawns, hedges, trees and other plantings or structural elements such as 
patios, decks, retaining walls, in-ground irrigation systems, or other work in and around 
wetland areas which requires a permit pursuant to this Chapter entitled Wetlands and 
Shorelines or Chapter 111 Coastal Erosion Hazard Areas of the Town Code. 
 
COASTAL CONTRACTOR – A person who carries out, engages in, undertakes or holds 
himself out to others as performing or available to perform coastal construction. 
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§ 275-3(a) Licensing of Coastal Contractors. 
 

A. Commencing January 1, 2018 it shall be unlawful for any person to engage in 
coastal construction in the Town of Southold without first obtaining a license 
from the Southold Town Clerk’s Office in accordance with the provisions of 
this Chapter. Such license or a copy thereof shall be available at all of the 
contractor’s work sites and shall be produced to any official having jurisdiction 
upon demand.  Licenses for coastal contractors are non-transferable. 

 
B. Exceptions. 

 
No license shall be required for the following: 
 

(1) An individual who engages in coastal construction on their own 
residential property.  This exception shall not apply to  corporations, 
limited liability companies or other unincorporated business entities.  

(2) An individual who performs labor or services for a licensed coastal 
contractor for wages or salary. 

(3) An architect, professional engineer, land surveyor or any other person 
who is required by state or Town law to attain standards of competency or 
experience as a prerequisite to engaging in such craft or profession and 
who is acting exclusively within the scope of the craft or profession for 
which he is currently licensed. 

(4) Any municipality or government agency. 
 

C. Fees. 
 

(1) The fee for a coastal contractor’s license shall be $200, to be paid upon 
the filing of each application.  A license issued hereunder shall be for a 
period of one year from the date of issuance thereof. 

(2) Subsequent renewal shall be for a period of one year at a cost of $100.  A 
fee of $150 shall be charged for a renewal application postmarked or 
received 30 days after the expiration of said license.  

  
D. Insurance required. 

 
A coastal contractor shall have a certificate of insurance and workers 
compensation insurance covering liability upon applying for a coastal 
contractor’s license and shall maintain such policy during the period the license 
is in effect.  In addition to the above coastal contractors must provide proof of 
an issued Suffolk County Contractors license where applicable.  Failure to 
maintain said coverage will provide grounds for revocation of the license 
pursuant to § 275-3a(E). 

 
E. Acknowledgement of Town Law Compliance  
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All applicants for a coastal contractors license shall be required to read, review 
and provide an acknowledgement that they are on affirmative notice of Chapters 
111 and 275 of the Town Code and agree to abide by the requirements set forth 
therein.  They must further acknowledge that failure to do so may result in the 
revocation of the coastal contractors license. 

 
 
 

F. Revocation of license. 
 

(1) Licenses issued under the provisions of this chapter may be revoked by 
resolution of the Board of Trustees upon notice and hearing before the 
Board of Trustees. 

(2) Licenses may be revoked for failure of contractors to abide by the terms 
and conditions of Trustee Permits and/or violations of Section 275 of the 
Town Code. 

(3) Notice of the hearing before the Board of Trustees for revocation of a 
license shall be given in writing, setting forth the grounds of the complaint 
and the time and place of hearing. 

(4) Grounds for a hearing shall be a conviction for a violation of section 275-
5 or 275-11 of the Town Code  

(5) Such notice shall be sent by certified mailing to the address provided in 
the application for the license on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, or, in the 
alternative, to the license holder’s last known address.  Such notice must 
be mailed at least five days prior to the date of the hearing. 

(6) At the conclusion of said hearing, the Board of Trustees may, at their 
discretion, suspend or revoke the license or take no action. 

(7) In the event of two or more suspensions the Trustees may move to 
permanently bar the holder from license eligibility. 

(8) In addition to the revocation hearing, a violation of the provisions of this 
chapter may be separately maintained in the Town Justice Court in 
accordance with § 275-16.  

§ 275-16. Compliance requirements; penalties for offenses.  

B.             

[Amended 12-18-2007 by L.L. No. 23-2007; 3-23-2010 by L.L. No. 1-2010] 
(1)  
Failure to obtain a permit. Any person conducting operations within the jurisdiction of 
the Trustees without first obtaining a permit according to the procedures outlined in this 
chapter shall be subject to a fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than $4,000 $6,000 
or a term of imprisonment of not less than 15 days nor more than six months, or both. 
(2)  
Failure to comply with the terms of a permit. 
(a)  
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Any person failing to comply with the terms of a permit shall be subject to a fine of not 
less than $500 $1,000 and not more than $4,000 $6,000. For each subsequent offense, the 
violator shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not less than $1,000 
$2,000 nor more than $7,500 $10,000 or a term of imprisonment of not less than 15 days 
nor more than six months, or both. 
(b)  
Any person failing to comply with posting the permit and/or the requirement for 
supporting plans to be available for immediate inspection pursuant to § 275-10 shall be 
subject to a fine of not more than $1,000. 
(3)  
Failure to heed a stop-work order. Any person conducting operations in direct 
contradiction to the terms of a stop-work order shall be subject to a fine of not less than 
$1,000 and not more than $4,000 $6,000. For each subsequent offense, the violator shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not less than $1,000 $2,000 nor more 
than $7,500 $10,000 or a term of imprisonment of not less than 15 days nor more than six 
months, or both. 
(4)  
Restoration. In lieu or in addition to these punishments, any offender may be punished by 
being ordered to restore the affected wetland to its condition prior to the offense. Any 
such order shall specify a reasonable time for the completion of such restoration, which 
shall be effected under the supervision of the approving authority. The Trustees reserve 
the right to require specific replanting and restoration methods including specific 
survivability and success criteria. 
(5)  
Failure to comply with a restoration plan. Any person failing to comply with the terms of 
a mandated restoration plan as detailed in Subsection B(4) of this section within the 
proscribed period of time for completion shall be guilty of an offense and subject to a fine 
of not less than $1,000 and not more than $4,000 $6,000. 
 
(6)  For the offense of conducting or engaging in any coastal construction project or 
business without having first obtained a license, or while his license is suspended or 
revoked, a violator shall be subject to a fine of not more than $5,000 for the first offense 
and not more than $10,000 for each subsequent offense.  
 
(6) (7) 
Mitigation. When on-site wetlands restoration and creation may be unfeasible due to 
technical or other constraints, other mitigative measures, such as off-site wetland 
restoration or creation, may be required. 

 (7) (8) Other offenses. For an offense against any of the provisions of this Chapter not 
specifically designated above, a violator shall be subject to a fine of not more than 
$1,000.  

II. SEVERABILITY 
 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part of this Local Law shall be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the judgment shall not affect the 
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validity of this law as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so decided to be 
unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
IV.  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Local Law shall take effect on January 1, 2018.  
 


