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ά9Řǿƛƴέ ¢ƘŜ hǎǇǊŜȅ ƛǎ ά¢ŀƎƎŜŘέ 

Rob Bierregaard, a Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Department of Biol-

ogy, University of North Carolina, Charlotte, was invited by the Museum to 

come to Fishers Island on May 11, 2013, to ñtagò an osprey with a satellite 

transmitter. Rob was specifically interested in tagging a male osprey to deter-

mine over time the routes taken and sites visited by the bird while it foraged 

for fish. We chose the occupied osprey nest adjacent to Beach Pondðlocated 

at the southern end of Middle Farms Flatsðbecause that platform was low 

enough to be accessible by ladder.  

Rob and a small group of volunteer helpers arrived at the nest shortly after 11 

AM and verified that the female was on the nest, incubating her eggs. We 

waited at a distance until we saw the male ospreyðnamed ñEdwinò in honor 

of the late Museum Curator and FI School teacher Ed Horningðdeliver a fish to his mate. She took the fish off to eat, 

and Edwin settled down in the intermittent rain to take a turn at keeping the eggs warm. After about 20 minutes, the fe-

male had finished her lunch and was back on the eggs.   

We then decided it was time to set the trap. As we approached the nest the female flushed and vigorously and vocifer-

ously let us know what she thought about our proximity to her clutch of eggs. The male, who had just left the nest, was 

conspicuous in his absence. The slightly camouflaged trap, which resembles the sort of hand-made wire hat one would 

wear to a H.O.G. tournament, had flat-rims with a protruding rectangular mid-section that ñsatò over the eggs so they 

wouldnôt get damaged during the trapping. Rob placed the three eggs found in the nest within a plastic baggy to further 

protect them from exposure during the trapping. The female soon came back to the nest, landed on the platform edge, 

and tried to sit on her eggs. (The eggs are the ñluresò in this process.) Her toes quickly got caught up in the fish-line 

ñnoosesò that cover the top of the wire trap. She was subsequently retrieved by Rob, hooded, bagged, and banded. Dur-

ing this period the female was kept quietly and safely by the car some distance away from the nest, while the waiting 

game began.  

After about a half an hour, Edwin decided to return. (He was not the most attentive or protective male osprey that Rob 

has tagged.) The process then repeated itself after he landed on the nest and got his toes tangled in the trapôs nooses. 

The female was released soon after Edwin was captured, but only after the baggy had been removed from the eggs and 

the trap had been removed from the platform. In Edwinôs case, in addition to banding, a one-ounce, solar-powered trans-

mitter was strapped to his back during a 30+ minute ñoperationò that was quite elaborate and involved a good deal of 

precise stitching to attach the cross-banded straps to each other. We were all quite impressed with Rob Bierregaardôs 

ingenious trapping method and his bird-handling skills. He is a consummate professional, and it was an honor to watch 

him in action.   

The Museum has already received the first transmissions from ñEdwinôsò transmitter and they reveal that he has been 

flying over to Connecticut to hunt for fish, reaching points as far west as East Lyme! We are working with Rob to coordi-

nate on how best to share the data with everyone. After that has been worked out, weôll all be able to follow Edwin on his 

rounds via Google Earth.  We also should be able to determine where he winters.   

The Museum appreciates the volunteer help we received in the field from JR Edwards, Jeff, Catherine and Benjamin 

Edwards, John Ski, Hank Golet, Ken Edwards, and Nick Spofford. Special thanks to the Utility Co. for their ongoing sup-

port of ñTeam Ospreyò and to the Spofford Foundation for enabling this fantastic project. We are also most appreciative 

of the ongoing research that Richard O. "Rob" Bierregaard, Jr. conducts involving ospreys and other raptors and hope 

that Edwin contributes useful data to his efforts. Many thanks to all involved! 
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ADVERTISING Fees for the Fog Horn  

Size  Monthly  6 Months  12 Months 

1 page $100  $500  $900  

½ page $50  $250  $450 

¼ page $25  $125  $225 

Bus Card $15  $75  $135 

All ads need to be camera ready ï either a word document or 

a jpeg.  Please, no pdf's ï the images donôt translate well in 

publisher.  Ads are offered on a first come, first serve basis 

and we have the right to limit ad space each month.  We also 

reserve the right to approve any ad copy or content.  All ads 

must be paid for in advance ï either by check or credit card 

(please call the Community Center 788-7683).    

FISHERS ISLAND FERRY DISTRICT  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING SCHEDULE  

 

May 20, 2013         4:30 pm 

June 3, 2013          4:30 pm 

June 17, 2013        4:30 pm 

July 1, 2013           4:30 pm 

July 15, 2013         4:30 pm 

August 5, 2013      4:30 pm 

Meetings are held at the  

Fishers Island Community Center, unless noted.  

Fog Horn Entries:  

Send your photos, announcements, articles  

and other submissions to  

ficommunityboard@gmail.com   

or you can mail them to:  

 

FI Community Center 

P.O. Box 464,  

 Fishers Island, NY 06390  

 

 You can also drop them off at the 

Island Community Center 

 or call 788-7990 and leave a message and some-

one will get back to you.. 

 

Submissions are due by the 7th of the month.   

FI School Board  

Schedule of Regular Meetings  

2012-2013 

 

June 19, 6:00 pm   

 
All meetings are held at the Fishers Island School  in the History 

room unless Noted.  

FI Community Board  

Schedule of Regular Meetings  

 

Saturday May 25th 4:30 pm  

 

All meetings are open to the public and are held at the 

Fishers Island Community Center unless noted.   

Ebb & Flow  

Births:  

 

January 2, 2013 

Hatcher Allan Hyotte to  

Catherine Parker Hyotte and Matthew R Hyotte 

 

April 12, 2013 

Tabitha Aldrich Polk to 

Sam and Phoebe Polk 

 

April 15, 2013 

Stella Elizabeth Vartanian 

Nishan and Tori Vartanian 

 

April 18, 2013 

Reese Bada Finnesey 

Katie (Doherty) and Russ Finnesey 

 

Engagements:  

 

Alex Parsons and Mark Andrews IV 

 

 

Weddings:  

 

April 27, 2013 

Helen Lamphere and Renny McPherson  
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Dawn W. Brolin, CPA MSA  

(860)234 -2059  

dawnbrolin@gmail.com  

Making QuickBooks and  

Accounting Fun!  

Thank you to the island community for allowing 

me to help businesses and organizations on  

Fishers Island improve their accounting records 

and workflow.  

My relationship with you all 

means the world!  

FI Library Book Group Meeting Dates:  

 2012-2013 

 
June 13 A Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling (novel) 
 
Happy reading! Remember all are welcome whether they have 
read the book or not and no pressure to talk. If you know of 
anyone interested in receiving emails about the Library book 
group please have them contact me and I will add them to the 
email list. Louisa Evans 

Obituaries:  

Nancy Spofford Yerkes , of NYC and Fishers Island, died 

peacefully January 14, 2013. She was the beloved wife of the 

late Harry Estile Yerkes III, and is survived by her children Eliza-

beth Tyson Yerkes, Harry Estile Yerkes IV, Nathalie Yerkes 

George and 12 grandchildren. Nancy was predeceased by her 

son, J. Nicholas Yerkes. 

After graduation from The Chapin School and Vassar College, 

where she composed music and sang with acappella groups, 

Nancy traveled and painted the cities and landscapes of post-

World War II Europe that she encountered. On her return to New 

York, Nancy worked briefly for David Ogilvy. 

Continuing her studies at the Art Students League, Nancy fine-

tuned her watercolor and drawing technique. With artist friends, 

she often toted a camp stool, watercolor block and brushes to 

paint the docks, brownstones, and lesser-known neighborhoods 

of Manhattan and Brooklyn.   

After Nancy and Harry married and settled into their Carnegie 

Hill apartment, Nancy maintained painting studios on Fishers 

Island and in the city.  The couple continued to sing with the Blue 

Hill Troupe, play tennis, and sunbathe with abandon on the Is-

land. Nancy played golf into her 60s, always bringing along a 

sketchbook and camera. Nancyôs wit, humor, and joy for life per-

vaded her artwork, her sartorial sensibility, and her humanity.  

A retrospective show of her paintings will be held July 7 to 14, 

2013 at the Fishers Island Community Center. 

 

Mary Andrews Lewis Wood , 90, 

of West Hartford and Fishers Island, 

NY, beloved widow of William H. Wood 

Jr., to whom she was married for 62 

years, passed away Saturday, April 27th. 

Born in Hartford, March 22nd, 1923, 

daughter of the late Richard B. and 

Dorothy (White) Lewis Sr., she was 

raised in Hartford and summered in 

Madison, CT.  

Mary was a graduate of The Masters 

School in Dobbs Ferry, NY and attended Smith College in North-

ampton, MA. She was the granddaughter of Robert Lewis, co-

founder of Harvey & Lewis Opticians. Mary was a member of the 

Colonial Dames and the Connecticut Valley Garden Club; she 

also volunteered at Gray Lodge in Hartford. She loved spending 

time on Fishers Island and was a founder of the F.I. Conser-

vancy. An enthusiastic bridge player, she also enjoyed golf and 

tennis.   

Mary truly relished her family and is survived by her three chil-

dren: Nancy Andrews Wood of New Britain, William H. Wood III 

of Avon, and Richard Lewis Wood of Fishers Island, NY; and 

several nieces and nephews.  

She is predeceased by her brother, Richard B. Lewis, Jr. In lieu 

of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Trinity Epis-

copal Church, 120 Sigourney St., Hartford, CT 06105 or to Fish-

ers Island Conservancy, P.O. Box 553, Fishers Island, NY 

06390. Arrangements are being handled by The Ahern Funeral 

Homes, Inc., www.ahernfuneralhome.com.   

Fishers Island Fire Dept Annual  

Sea Stretcher Marathon  

Sunday May 25th  

Pledge forms are on the bulletin 

board all are welcome to sign up. 

http://www.ahernfuneralhome.com
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Fishers Island School:  

Thanks to the many talents of our stu-
dents and the high expectations held 
by their teachers and advisors, the arts 
are alive and flourishing this spring at 
Fishers Island School.  We appreciate 
that so many island community mem-
bers attended our recent art show, 
concert, and dramatic performance of 

You Can't Take It With You. There is 

nothing more motivating to young peo-
ple than knowing that they will be per-
forming to a live audience.  Thank you 
for ensuring we had no empty seats at 
all events. 

  

Speaking of audience, I enjoyed hear-
ing many enthusiastic peals of laughter 
from one particular section of 
seats.  With a sparkle in her eye, Mary 
Ski explained it to me during intermis-
sion. Come to find out, both Harry 
Parker, and  Gil Zirkel who unknow-
ingly sat one behind the other, each 
had roles in the same production 
many, many (I'd better stop here) 
years ago when each of them were 
attending their separate high 
schools.  To the delight of those 
around them, they each incredibly still 
knew their lines and were quietly recit-
ing them!  One of the gentlemen even 
confessed that he had played the fe-
male lead in his all-boys' school.  Two 
of our student actors would have been 
relieved had they known that they had 
island understudies in the house! 

 It's been wonderful to hear Fishers 
Island community members' pride in 
our students' accomplishments in 
drama, visual arts and instrumental 
and choral music.  The quality of our 
programs is also receiving external 
validation as just yesterday our band 
and chorus each came back with tro-
phies from a tri-state competition, Mu-
sic in the Parks!  In March, work from 
several of our talented visual artists 
was displayed at the Mystic Arts Cen-
ter. 
  
At the heart of our school's core values 
is the belief that all students possess 
gifts and talents, and that it is our job 
to help our young people discover and 
advance them.  We couldn't accom-
plish this without exceptionally dedi-
cated and highly effective adults to 
guide and challenge our young peo-
ple.  Special thanks to music/drama 
teacher Chris Dollar, drama director 
Sara Rafferty, and art educator, Carrie 
Sawyer for their dedicated efforts and 
belief in every student they serve. 
  
Your school principal and neighbor,  
Karen Goodwin 
 
Other School Notes:  

 
Congratula-
tions to junior, 
Amber Fer-
guson , and 
senior, Katie 
McCarthy , for 
each earning 
second hon-
ors at the 
Connecticut 
State Sci-
ence 
Fair.   Amber's 

research centered on a hot air bal-
loon's ability to fly based on shape and 
volume, and Katie studied the effect of 
high fructose corn syrup and blueber-
ries on a rat's memory. 
 
The Fishers Island School is now certi-
fied to conduct the online assess-
ment required to obtain a New York 
State Driver's Permit.   Year round 
and/or seasonal island residents who 
would like to schedule a time to take 
this assessment should contact Mary 
Beth Guimaraes  at 631-788-7444 or 
mb.guimaraes@fischool.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick Wyman, the director of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Band, accepted an invi-
tation from FIS music teacher, Chris 
Dollar, to be a guest conductor  on 
April 15th with our middle/high school 
band.  The students enjoyed working 
with the leader of one of the premiere 
service bands, and Mr. Wyman equally 
enjoyed the opportunity to come to 
Fishers Island to enrich our students' 
musical instruction.  Our students were 
amazed the similarity of Mr. Wyman's 
style to that of their own music teacher! 
 
Third Quarter 2012 -13 School Year   
High Honors (93 -100) 
Thaddeus Allen, Olivia Backhaus, 
Emma Cypherd, Aaron Kane, Elias 
Kane, Devin Kucsera, Shelby Lusker, 
Katie McCarthy, Arrianna Reyes-
Suarez, Lia Scala, Charles Snyder, 
Sophia Streimer 
 
Honor Roll (87 -92) 
Robert Backhaus, John Baez, Noah 
Cypherd, AJ Eastman, Tim Hoch, 
Molly Lang, Jake Lusker, Elizabeth 
McCarthy, Craig Mrowka, Annabelle 
Orlando, Hannah Peabody, Mackenzie 
Switz, Adeline Visscher, Ben Weber 

 

Athletics Update:  

This past month all Fishers Island stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 were 
challenged with the Presidential Physi-
cal Fitness Test. Normally only done in 
the fall, this year we added a spring 
test to measure improvement. In 
somewhat shocking results, 38 out of 
41 students improved on their mile 
time. Tim Hoch and Robert Backhaus 
became the first Fishers Island stu-
dents to break the five minute mark at 
4:54 and 4:59 respectively. The largest 
improvements were seen by Charlie 
Snyder cutting off 3 minutes and  Sky-
lar Montague shaking off two minutes 
and fifty seconds. Way to go FI! 

 

tel:631-788-7444
mailto:mb.guimaraes@fischool.com
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Rec Path Project Update -  

May 2013 

Sorme photos of the Rec Path 

paving.   

Thanks to Bill Ridgeway for the 

photos. 

Happy Turned 100! - April Senior Lunch  


